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Umversity of -M ysore.

N/ A. NIKAM, M.A. (Cantaby,  ~ ¢ - " mvsone,
Vice-Changellor. Dated 27-11-61,

FOREWORD.

Tue Hindu spiritual tradition is ancient and
undated and its intuitions into the nature of Man,
God and the World are of the highest order. They
may be described as the story of man’s experiments
‘conducred on himself in the realisation of Truth.
‘The - Philosophy of Refigion of Hinduism is based
on the intuition thatin the Quest for the Highest,
each man has'l berty to choose the Way to the Goal;
that whatever ' he chooses in this Quest is his. While
nobody know -Divine Reality fully, yvet the devotion
and love, Bhaktiy with which he worships God, is his.

There are cerfain common features of the Tradi~
tion such as: acceptance of SRUTI; MUKTI or
Liberation as the Goal, towards which all beings
strive ;:the need for the inward experience of the
Divine and a Gurn toshow the Way. On these
common features, are visible differences in the
‘Formulation of the Doctrine, which brancn out from
- the same roots. Dr. T. G. Siddapparadhya’s learned
Introduction takes the reader through. the entire
history of the Tradition. The Introduction is in Eng-
lish, while the Text is in Sanskrit. That one should
write his Ph.D. Thesis in Sanskit, nowadays, is an
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achicvement for the author, while, to lovers cf
Sanskrit, it must be a matter for rejuicing I, as Vice-
Chancellorof a University, ought to feel, in particular,
glad that there are still some “obscure” scholars in a
modern University devoted to the perfections of
clas ical learning. The scholarship of such scholars
is a * flickering flame”: it may be ¢ flickering '
nevertheless, it is a ¢ flame’ which is not of the
ecarth. 1 nced not recapitulate here all that Dr
T G Siddapparadhya says except to draw attention
to the importance of the Bhedabheda as 2 phile-
sophical doctrine, and how its logic was wused
by our ancients to harmonise rival teachings Dr.
T G. Siddapparadhya bhas very ably expounded
the origins of Saktividistidvaita in | hedibheda theory
of Reality, and he indicates how tiie Satsthala scheme,
1hrough the conception of parindma or evolution, re-
conciles, in a practical way, the theory of Bhedabheda
and makes room for Jfdna, Bhakti and Karma in
the Sidhana of the individual.

‘e

MYSORN, N. A. Niganm

_ (Professar of Philosaphy)
Date 27-11-1961. Vics-Chancaller,

. Umivsrssty of Mysare.
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Opionioas expressed by Scholars after reviewing the
Introduction and the Sauskrit text.
¢ *Thiswork of Dr. T: G- Siddapparadhyam-a.rh.D.
is a soli i contribution to our’ understanding of the
several .schools of Siiva Philosophy. It is a very
lucid prescatation of the subile differences that exist
between diffesent schools of Saivism as also points of
similarity between them. The introduction in Enghs'h
that he his appended’ 10 his lecarned Sanskrit thesis
on Saktivigistidvaita Dardana, is a great help to
students of comparative Philosophy and Religion.
The author deserves to be congratulated on his
excellent creatise. I expect more such treatises from
h‘ls pets . M. YAMUNACHARYA-
e FORMERLY OF THE DEPARTMENT UF PHILOSOFHY,
' P fysore {niversify.

XTI T.rdwarayina lyérgar, M 7o . The Nauonat College,
¥ 'rrr.g{:ssar of Sansint IRetd ) Bangalore.
Univensity of Misore .- - _(Camps MYSORE,

Dated: 6-2-1962,
. When Sri T. G Siddapparadhya approached me,
seeking my guidance in his preparation of a thesis for
the Doctorate Degree, 1'suggested, as Professor of
Sanskrit in the University of Mysore, that he would
do well to prepare one in Sanskrit, When 1 learnt that
he chose ¢ Saktivisistadvaita * for his thesis, I renewed
my suggestion, adding that his thesis would serve as
* a“Prakarana’ grantha’ of that system and mcet the
long felt want in the field. Sri Siddapparadhya readily
undertook to write his thesis in Sanskrit. I am glad
that scholars and heads of the Viradaiva mutts have
also expressed the same view. N B
The book is.a comparative and critical study of
the Vedinta,. from -the Saktivisistadvaita point of
view. Tt has been adjudged as remarkable and the
author has_been awarded the Pr.D. Degree by the
Mysore University.
I trust and hope 1hat scholars would, ina.future,
attempt producing works in Sanskrit and enrich the
treasure of Sanskrit thought and [anguage.

V. T. TIRUNARAYANA FYENGAR-

v
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INTRODUCTION?

U IFRRANINEIA
Lo
\IO reasonable man can thipk that his own religion
has measured God in its own infallible creed.
Every crecd is an adventure of faith and an approach
;0 intuition 1t is the instrument which leads to. the
spiritual experience and hence it is jmpertinent to
expect any body to change the creeds, onc after another-
Any onecan choose any creed which suits his tempera-
ment. None can either suspect oF doubt the rehigious
experiences of those who have realised God. It does
not matter in what manner they reveal their experi-~
ences, so long a8 they are filled with the eternal truth.
The one reality is spoken of in various ways, accord-~
ing to the diversity of human mind. Indian Philo-
sophy is, howevers remarkable for its tolerance and
reconciliation. It has allowed room for all the
different types of thought to prosper. For instance;
Gankara, the greatest exponent of Advaitais called
Sanmatastbépinachirya, the teacher who cstablished
six creeds like the Sava, the Vaisnava, the Sowras
the Sakta, the Ganapatya and the Kapalika. It is
a unique phenomenon for a religious teacher to
justify six different religious systems, a phenomenon
possib\c only in Indian philosophy. While the seekers
after truth were quarrclling with one another, Sankara
raised all these popular faiths into an atmospherc of
e ternal truth- He cmphasised that the religion of
truth is rooted in spiritu;\l jnwardness. Hence the
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¢ruth intended by all religions is the Allpervading
Atman which exists’sin 7all? objects, organic and
inorganic. This is clearly seen in the evolution and
involution of the visible world.

The entire world springs from Paramitman, akasa
being praduced first and later oa the other elen}ents
in due suctéssion.” From akasa, air-arose,” from air
caine fife, from fire water, from Water earth. Even at
tHe time of involution, the earth Becombes watex, ‘water
fire, fire air; air becomesdkasa and“Gkada reenters
Paramatman.- Thus, the material world serves as the
environment 'wheré the individual séuls-an act for
the attainmenf of fruits'of their past karma.+ As'it is;
world-éonsists of spirit'and matter. Thé matteris con-
stituted of five elements; whereas the living objects are
embedded with: souls that ‘constitute life. and' aware=
ness. -"As-the cleménts arc creafed purcly as ‘parartha,
they ‘are nét able o realise a stage of greater: perfec—
tion than being of service” to' the souls. " They have
no power. of realising any ‘other ideal. For instance;
a stone’cxists but it has no inward inclination to’tirn
itself into a statyde. - A plant’also exists but it has the
power to’ grow, if placed in suitable conditibn.-" The
animal also exists but it=is capable>éf 3. fuller life
than tl:lc plant. It sees, hears, feels and'kndivs Yaguely

what it is about.- It' can also: thrive in favourablé
conditions. * "It moves -on . purposé while’ the plant
does nf)t. L But man lives a nlllch‘hig}]e";‘ life:* He is a
rCﬂEctl\fc “being, with'understanding and will, He
has the growing power of the: plantihe r'tid\'lin'g and
ihc_: sensing poiscfs'of the animal- At the sameé time,
he’ has an estra ‘power ‘enabling him to' choose
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between good and evil. , Thus in theorganic world,
man is the only. bemg who possesses the powcr to
discrimate the eternal from noneternal.

Hence, it is evident that while God presents hlm-
self in all inorganmic materials in the form of Sat
(existence) only, He makes his presence in .all 1}""1%

beings like plants and animals ir the form of Sat and

hit, (exi{tcncc and consciousness). Whereas, in the

_human beings, He is present in the state of sat, chit

and ananda (existence, consciousness and bliss) In
thexr embedded conditions, the. human souls are.
associated ‘with prakrti which is dcvmd of conscious—
ness and bliss. As such, they have temporarily for~
Epttcn their true nature. They have lost all inclina-
tion for the realisation of the divine bliss. Under
the spcll of prakrti, the individual soul (jiva) feels
that‘he is finitc, mortal and miserable. Until the
souls realise the divine bliss latent in the heart, they
can never become frec and enlightened  So long as

.they, do not cxpericnce the divine bliss, they remain

bound to the,cycle of births and deaths., They have,
hence, to strive hard for the .attainment a(‘ the. pure
and unmixed, bliss. It is just here, where the human
problem begins. Goethe ha. wisely observed *¢ Man
is born not to solve the problem 0¥ the unijverse, bm
10 hml out where the problem. begins and.- then 0,
restrain hnmsclf within, the limits of the, gomprehensx—
ble,” . The, souls are said . tn -have.emanated from
Brahman ag the. :p'u'Ls are.from fire, , U, i
souls have, rcahscd heir onencss »with the,un vergal
spirit, thcy canpot expcncncc the, lat°nt y
- only when thcy experience; thcxr xdcnmy with, the |
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Afl*ervadmg Spnnt thcy Cah bccomc ctcrn'\]ly blisss!
Gl *Then thé bondage ‘with' the finite world gets
luogened and hence the llbcratxon Thc bllssful “soul’
bicotmes ‘above'’ all d1slmcuons ‘of space and ume,
cAusc and’ cﬂ‘en.t 'Nonc of these d:sﬁnctlons apphcs
tihim.  Hé remains above the whecl of the world.

He lives unaﬂ‘ectcd like a butnt plece of (loth.” Even' i
\vh\le alive. he is lifted above the tensc of ego. and so,
ab'ive the sway of karma. *This is the hlgh:st cxpcn—
ence where all intellectual actlvxly is transcendcd ‘and
tiie  very mdlvldualxty is obllt cratcd The rcall—
sation of the eternal (ruth'is the ultimate end “of
human c ;,lcnm:. I( isa frees' perfect, and ulhmned
ll(e n sda¥th 1 s ‘not, somethmg vanishing’ into’

a’ waste bt 1t consists in attaining to the state of
universal sprit (sarvotmabhava.) .

" When the human souls realhe the eternal bliss,
tlie 1mpunues (malatrayd) can no more binl them
aad thé world ceases to be aniafatuation but” presents
itself as the: divine manifestation. ' The realisation
of bliss ié-po§sible‘\pnly when' the highest end of
human'life is attained. 'But, the highest end, sccord-
ing to the Indian systems of Philosophy is Moksa or
the releate of soul from possibility of rebirth This is
reached only when the soul comesto know 6f its true
nature, the nature of the world in which it lives and
the nature of the Ultimate Reality or God, as well as
the exact refation existing between itself and the world
and between itself and the Ultimate Reality. Thus,
a clear and perfect knowledge of the true nature of

the Ultimate’ Reality, the ‘individual spul and the
binding factor is absolutely essential, -
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" The knowledge of these vital problems 'necessi~
tates a carcful and diligent study of the Upanisads
and the Vendiatasutras of Bidariyana. The Upani-
sads are, undoubtedly, the deep sources of Iearnmg
They casirine philosophical thoughts which help in
the elucidation of thought. They inspire in us 2
moade of thinking, acting and striving after a Higher
Power. They free us from the tyranay of prejudice
and distortions arising from a narrow view. The
truths contained 1o them are the actual experiences
felt by the sages. Th-y are handed over from teacher
to pupil by means of oral instructions for countless
generations. Hence, they are called Srutis, consti-
tuting the original evidences with regard to matters
relating to the abstract problems. It is no exaggera~
tion to say that all Indian thinkers have derived
inspiration from them and actually based their
systems on them.

Still, certain Upanisadic passages appear to be
conflicting with one apother. In one place, it is
stated that there was originally nothing existent and
in another, it is stated that Brahman was existent.
There is a confiict between two views. ¢« Asadvi
Idamagra asit, Sadeva Sowmyédamagra asit . These
ace such conflicting passages. The word Asath, as it
is, meaus ‘nothing’. Then, the passage means « From
nothing, sat came into being ’?. ‘This would be like
saying that flowers are growing in the sky or that a
pair of horns have come out of the head of a rabit.
Hence the word *Asath’ herein has to be interpreted
as indicating ‘that there was an infinitely small world
because the word Asith is subsequently used: If it js’
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not so construed,- there would be contradiction, as in
the further part of the same Sruti passage, the. fo]low-
ing words ¢ Tato vai Sadajiyata’ occur. These words
¢«From that, sat camc.out’ show that the abDVe
interpretation is the correct one. .

In order to harmomse such conflicts,.the method
of I:fl)()llclllﬂtlon or co-— ordlnatxgn came tohthe vogue.
This is a method of reinterpreting the -mutually
opposing texts in an agreeable . manner.. This is
somcthiog like educing truth from an- vnderstanding
of the.fuondamental teachings of all declarations
taken together. . This kind of Samanvaya received
anuadisputed supremacy in the hands of Badarayan'a,
the author of the Brahmasutras. He alone artempted
the scientific and methodical approach to the Upani-
sadic texts in all their aspects. It was he. who
rationalised the.Upanisadic thoughts and kept them
within the bounds of rcason His method revolu-
tionised the philesophical speculation and offered the

all -embracing scientific standpomt for all the seekers
after truth.

All schools of tnought owe 'hcu' obcdlencc and
respect 10 Badarayana and fird in him a common
mecting point. Inspired by his method, they have
all built up their sironyg philosophical systems.
truc that the various doctrines and theories are
embedded in the Upanisads It was only the method
of arranging and co-ordinating them in o harmo—

\n'n'lng manner that was required afresh. This we
- find in the Vedantasutras. Henee, his greae. -contri-
bution lies in his introducing a new mcthod, a new
manner of reading the Upa.nnads and a new way of

It is

1Y
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interpreting thein. - ‘There is"a smgular unammzty
of opinion that his method is a right one in all-con~
troversial matters. That is the reason why it has
won universal approval among his successors. It is,
he who has given universality to the Upanisadic
views in the world of to-day. He is the first among
the available scicntific thinkers of Brahman, who is
the first principle of the universe, This very fact
has left a lasting impression on generations of
scholars. Though he has based his entire doctrine
on the Upanishads, ic does not hesitate to call in
the aid of experience and reason 1o settle the sense,
whenever the meaning of a text is felt doubtful.
With such amazing skill and knowledge, he unfolds
before us, the science of Brahman in its fullfledged
shape.

Still, the science of Brahman as developed by
Bidardydna in his Sutras has become capable of
endless- disputati'n as to what it connotes. With
regard to its connotation. the various interpretations
have come down to us. With a march of life. changes
in view-points naturally varied. What satisfied one,
did not satisfy apother. Sankara interpreted the
Sutras from the Advaita point of view and Ananda-
tirtha from the Dvaita point of view. Sankara regards
Jiva and Brabman as identical in their true nature,
on the. basis of the Abbedaérutis like «Tattvamasi,’
sAham Brahmasmi? etc. Raminuja, however. views an
Advaira characterised by a distinction betiveen Jiva
and Brahinan’~ He points out a particular distinetion
from S.mLaradmna "Ananditirtha, however, regards '
complete dilfesence beusseen Jiva and Brabmap on'
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the .basis of the Bhedasrutis like $Jnijnan dvavaja—
vidiniéan’ etc. Sripati almost entirely dissents :from
Sankara’s views and rcjects the fundamental, factors
of the Advaita system. He rejects Sankara’s Jagan-
“mithyitva and the Mayd theory. He does not agree
with Ramanuja’s theory that the Jagat consisting
of chetana and achetana beings is the body of Isvara
He does not agree with Anandatirtha with-regard to
the absolute bhinnatva both before and during Moksa.'
With Srikanta, he upholds the position that Siva is
the Supreme Deity but be does not follow Srikanta in
the Visistddvaita turn he gives to his system.’ Besides,
he does not agree with Srikanta’s view of Sadréya
Mukti, whereas he upholds the Sayujya or Simarasya’
Mukii. -He does not -agree with Rimianuja’s con—
ception of Mukti- He does not like the ideaof a2
mukta to remain in the state of dependence to Brah—
man by offering his devotional kainkarya in the rela—
tion of Sesadegibhava. Though he upholds Dvaita,
he docs 50, only up to a point. He holds that the jiva
differs from Brahman in the samsira . state of exist-
ence. Though he upholds Advaita, he does so only
in the state of Moksa and not throughout the samsira
state of Jiva. Thus, he points out that the Jiva exists
naturally different from Biahman and recalises his
identity through meditation and worship. .He inter-
prets the Sutras on the basis of the very Upanishads

in 2 manner referring 10 the relation of Bhedibhieda
between Jiva and Brahman.

Sripati’s Bhagya is to the Veeragaivas what Rama-
nuja’s is to the Srivaisnavds, Ananda Tirtha's is to
the  Maiadhvis and Sankara’s to the Smnartas. tI
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“inny be takén fo represent’ the “highet” philoséphical
aspeets of Viradaivism Its- chiel ‘merit’ liés in ils
puttirig the Virasajvas on'a philosophical focting.
What 'Srikanta did for the Suddhadvaitism, Sri>
pati did for Virasaivism. '‘While Srikanta’s system
has been sometimes interpreted by Appaya Diksitd
in terms of Sankaradvaita, though *he - himself stylei
it Visigtadvaita, similar interpretationds not possible
in the case of Sripati’s system . It ‘s Virasaivismi
in letter and spirit, whereas Srikanta’s is Saivite.

‘Though both are Sajvas, they differ from each. other

in certain respects, Sripati does not accept''the

Saiva Vigistidvaita of Srikanta any more than he

accepts - the Sankaridvaita. He touches on every

important article of faith of Virasaivism and -brings

it- under..the - philosophical sweep of Bidardyani's

Sutras.. :Besides, he bases his arguments on Sruti,

Yukti and Anubhava. Wherever he finds any conflict

between the mutually opposed 4ruti texts, he makes

use of the Agama quotations to bring out the desira-

ble senserto suit the practical convention. He has

based his .individual views on an old and well-

established tradition going back to the hoary days of

Agastya to whom Virasaiva philosophy had been

preached by Sri Repukichirya as reproduced in the

Siddhantadikhamani of Sivaydgisivicharya. -

The Brabhmasutras themsclves ‘bear eloguent
testimony to the fact that there were, at the time
_they came to be compused, the different schools of
Vedantic thought, Ied by the well-known tcachers. to
which, the specific references are made by -Badari-
yana. Of these teach‘ers, the view of Aémarathya;

2

H
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‘aceording to Ssipali, is! that the Jiva is absolutely
different from Brahman and there capnot be any
identity between them. His doctrine is called Bhéda-
vida. ,; Audulomi takes a different view.-» He tcaches
that the saul is entirély identical! with : Brahman but
it.realises the~same by: the removal of.the binding
ignorance. : His.dpctrine is:calted the.pure Abhe-
daviida, Tlnally, we have the view of. Kadakftsna
.who holds that the individual soul stands -to thc
Brahman in_the Bhedibheda relation asiit, is: neither
absolutely. different nor absolutely nondifferent :from
Brahman as the sparksiate from firc. .This means
that the individual souls:are different. from Brahman
in certain respeats and under cértain conditions, while
they, are.«identical, with Brahman in:certain' other
respects. i This is the Bhédabhadavada of “Kasakrtsna.
* The doctrine,of: Bhédabhéda as set down in the Sutra
¢ Avasthiteriti. kdsakrtsnah ™" (1-4-22) .is "approved
by’ the Sruti texts, which, without contradicting each
other,’enunciate the Bheda' doctsine: in’ the' passages
« DvAsupvarpi etc.;”’ and theAbhedd doctrine in the
passages “Tattvamasi’” etc. / In. 'orderx(o point out
clearly the eXistence of Bhedaj'and:Abheda behween
Jiva and'Brahman, 'Kaéakrlsna here declarcs that all
Sruti texts iritend to propound the uhderlying doctrine
of Bhedibhéda. 'Therefore, the doctririe of Bhada<
bhe 1a is the highest essential truth declared by all the
Buatl texis <o nected” swogether . Hunireds | of-Sruti
texts.declare.that during tlie .samsira ~daga; Jiva and
Brahmaa are.quite different and separate from -each
other, and:.duiag. the Moksa state,they '!remain
weaufied.. sFhe difference existing between them. -is



11

gradually removed by the:knowledge and practice’
of-Satsthala system .and Abheda' is realised. in this’
veryht‘c . .o v oo KA

R Two such contradlctory views of Bheda and '
Abehda are ~naturally opposed to cach othcr as dark-,
ness ‘and hgh( How can they be summed up in, the
smglc word Bhedabhcdn ? How can the doctrm& of
thdabheda be declared an enunciating lhc* h!ghcst .
essential truth and as containing the S\ddhqnta view
of the Sttrakira ? . Such questions are hLer, to" be
raised | by the oppnnents. Sripati answers such,
questions on the basis of Srutis Saitra, Yukti and experi-
ence. He says that such questions need no considera~
tion whatsoever. He says that it is unreasonable to
say ‘that Srutis declare an one-sided view. Ekadcsa-
priminya of Sruti  is ,unacceptable- to any fair-
minded person. If such.an onesided view is accepted ,
as truth. Sruti asa whole would become unautho-,
ritarive. "VL must “ever think that the Srutis relating ,
10,Bhiéda and ,\bheda are opposed to each other as,
slecp and wakefulness. as darkne«s and light, as fire
and water and as ignorance and wisdom. While living
in the world as Jiva, the exrpeience of both knowledge
and ignorance at.different times: is.accepted.; It is’
also seen, that coldness .and warmth belonging“ to

air are expericnced., The dual character of Jahada-

jahallahgana s is accepted by. the Alamkirikss a5 a
possibility.. The tonception 8f rArdhanirisvera is a
visible embodiment of Bhedabhédairelation.' - Hence, .}

there is no: contradictory nature] in the doctrine

of Bhédabhgda: Besides, Sruticexplains that . Jiva asd :
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Rrahman possess the-unity of corsciousness, ¢ Chidai-
katva, while in other dimensions of Anutva ,and
Vibhutva, they are distinctly contradictory to’ reach
other. [herefore, it is but right that we should agree
to the Bhedabhcda theory Just as a co:!cd serpant is
seen ina cbr,tractcd form m its quu:sccnt state’ while
in motion it is scen m its clongated form, so the
tautual contrad\ctlon ¢an prevail in ‘the sama object
under d!ﬂ'crent conditions.” * The Sutra Ubhayavya-
pade§attvah1kundalavat clcarly cxplams 1he posslbl-
lity of the’ co—existence of two different states like '
Bhéda and Abhéda in'one Object at différent times-
Justasa ‘sheet of cloth coiled up, appcars much shoorter
in lrngth than it'is secn when it is expanded out, the
cloth beir g the ' same, similarly,” we can accept’ thc
Bhedibhieda docirine with no'self-contradition.”

- -Thé Sruti*Vichirambhanam vikiro namadheyam’
mrttiketyeva satyam’ and the Sutra  Tadadanyat-'
vam Arambhanasdibdadibhvah ”* together denote the
characteristic conrasts, between Brahman and Prapan-
cha, which' are related in terms of cause and effect.
By. introducing the example of mrttika, the Bhédi~
bheéda doctrine is clearly pointed out. The Srati
«Brahmavid brahmaiva bhavati ” "declares “that the
Jiva ‘who is distinct from Brahman will practise
meditation and’ worship'until he becomes’ one with
Brahman at .the ‘Aikya stage. Hencr, -the Bheda-
‘bheda is shown 0 be not contrary to the authorities.
Morcover, in Siitasamhita and Mahimnastotra, the
Bhedibheda doctrine s clearly mentioned. In Korma
Purina, it js said +Some sxtol Dvaita. Somc»arguc
infavour'of Advaitd,,.-Both are ' partial - -interpreters, s
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Httice, the Bhedabhedamata is the'oné that should
be .accepted by mumuksus, as it: will. harmdriise the.
Sruti texts relating .to both Dvaita and Advaita.”!
Hundreds of Srutis speak of Brahman and Prapancha!
jn the form of Niyamyaniyamaka in a reconcilliatory:
manner and as establishing the!'doctrine of Dvajia-
dvaita. The Srutis like * Sraddhabhaktidhyiniyaga~
dayehi” declare that Brahman can be realised in thé
Advaita form only after following Dhydna, dhirapa:
and other pracuccs, according to the Dvaita karmanu—
sthana.

The most revered Vyiisa dcclarcs, in ordcr to
stop «the fruicless controversies of vain wranglings
over Vedinta, under the Sutras “Abhdvam Badaririha
dyevam” «Bhivam Jaiminir vikalpimananit,” that-
the Dvaitidvaita doctrine is the sole truth underlying
both sets of Srutis which seem to be contradictory to
cach other. He establishes the truth at length under
the Sutra which comes later on, “Dvada$ihavadu-
bhayavidham Badarayanostah.” Therein, he esta-
blishes without any doubt or suspicion that the
essence of a1l Sistras is contained in embracing the'
thcory of Bhedibheda.

. According to the Dyaita theory, it is not possible
to realise the unity with Brahman since Jiva ‘and
Brahman are cternally different. According.td the.
Advaita theory where Sagupa Brahma or Isvara is"
merely invented Jike Rajju sarpa, the distinction that:
prevails between Jiva and Brahman which is so helpful
for spiritual practice is overlooked. Thus, both the
the theories by -themsclves’ are, wantidg "and hence!
cannot - be. adopted .individually. :! The . Srutis: like.



1%
¢1Anigaya. $ochati-wmuliyamanah ¢ prove that’ Jiva
being tide up ini:theorrowful envelopment :of: Maya’
bécoies ignorant.of Brahman and yet aftenliberation
from such'bondage, becomes ‘Brahmian Himselfs+1n
the thedry of Bhedibhéda, . there -is' 2 scope for:the
triple:application of Bhakti, Kiiya and Jnana as the.
means.of liberation. - . This enables Jiva to.cross:. overs
thé: odean of Samsira and obtain  unity .with’ Brah-
man.t. Thereforé: it is only the theory«of :Bhedibheda.
which harmoniises all:the;Srutis  Postulating :Avidya
as existing in Brahman from the term * asat’ in Sruti
i¢ like using'h falte imhge:as/an object of 'worship.
How'cananybody be expected'to acquire Bhakti fors
such .an inventéd ‘Isvara?

How':éan’ -an:” invented™
God:who'resembles.aiterpent:in a rrope, 5ffef :boony,}
thoigh: worshipped *with.devotion 7! How ican therés
be:devotees, in the sficst dnstancé;! o ask” for 'boouns,!
wheén all Jivas' are:dspokent of.. 45 ;the Véry “Brahman:
Himnselfy according .to the ‘Advaita theory ? . ;-5 o5
-..t The Bhédahlieda theory. however, doeg .not con-
tratlict .the priaciple of.either, Dvaita -or::Advaitar
The very, .opening: Sutra, ;s Athito ,*Bralimajignasa’
says clearly that after the preliminary riteslike Diksa-
ceretneny.are:performed, the enquiry. after’ Brahman
should,begin .in order.to, realise. the HoubJe:aspect of
the: Bhedibheda. doctrine..i: Moreever, - Badards dna’
declares his ;opinibn‘ by -referring to - the 'exainple.
Dyadadaha thatboth Karmaand Jnina ought to be:
observeds : Finally, he; establishes in the Sutra “San~
+ dhyivadupapatteh’(4-4-13)that both thg theorics of
Y Bheda and Abheda are to be accepted ©in an .agree-:
able'manndr. It hasgitheratre,itd, hectaldsthat.the:,
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Bhedabhedal 4 theory *is ‘the ~ established :Siddanta
according 10 Badarayana. -It i$ also thie “chief . 8id-
danta of kasakrtsna.~ Common sensé and experience
clearly reveal that it ist an acceptable and pracucable
doctrme coel JIteelom T et
B ! [ ' EEIE AN
Apart ;h—om this ancxent .teachers, : there. exist
many other modern exponents "of the.Bhedibheda’
theory like. Bhartrprapancha, . Yadavaprakasa ‘and’
Bhatta Bhiskara: "Out of these, the views of. BHar="
trpraparncha-are mentioned and critised by’ Sankarat
in, his Bhaéya.* While criticising’ the« -Bhedabheda!
view taken by: Bhartrprapancha, Sankara\xremarlss
that Brahman is- ultimate, all-pervasive and ‘uricor~’
ditioned- So also, he says, that this’ condmoned
Brahfnam madifested- through ‘name and form is' also
infinife or allpcrvadmg in its real Tor jas the Sup
feme-.Self-but not in its+ differentiated form 'with the'
limiting adjuncts.t Thesdifferentiated Brahman, the’
cffect iﬁ‘occeds'from“ the Infinite Brahman as cause.
'\lthough it émanates'as effect, it does not give up its
nhature, ‘the  state ‘of the Suureme Self? *The'Sruti
paé;ngc ‘ mrmkewevd satyam "adkerts thé' cause’ only
to 'be: true, while the paﬁsagc' ‘Vacharambhanam
Vikiro ninadhs yam’ dnclarcs “the unreahty' dof all-
effécts ¢ Ifitiss said ‘that Sruti xtself declares that
Brahman'is capablc of - modlﬁcauon as’ clay undm—_
goes’ modxﬁc “iony Sankara remarks this- ob_]ecuon ‘as®
v;]ucless, as'a good number of Srufis"dény all’ nlDdlﬁ-
cations of Brahman and’ téach It to be absuAutcly cha-|
ngeless: Hesays ihat the cha \nb(‘ICSS Brahmhn' cannot
be the substrafum ofithie &hanging, attribufés: "To'one"

Pl
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Brahmai, the-two qualities of being:subject. to-modi-
fication and of being free from it cannot both be ascri-
bed. Thus, Sankara lays much stress on the 'Advaita
aspect,of Brahman; ignoring thé practice of Jiva: '

This is, of course, applicable to the individual
soul in its true and essential state. As it has for—
gotten . its ' inherent ‘nature owing .to lits geauine
contact’ with .the. three impurities' caused by Miaya
Sakti, it remains naturally bound and separate from
Brahman. Its powers are also reduced te a ‘degene~
rated . state.” Unless 1the soul gains. its' inhcrent
powers, it cannot identify itself with Brahman. Hence
it ' becames inevitable that the human soul has to
undergo the devotional practices as prescnbcd in
the Karmakinda of the Srutis. . | - :

+ The views of ,.ddavaprakasa are pointed. out

- a_nd criticised by, Riminuja in his Bhasya. Yidava~
prakiga cstablishes the propriety of the existence of
both Bheda and Abheda between Jiva and Brahman®
at different times, and in different stages. Though.
be admits the Bhediabheda theory of Vedinta, he fails
to supplement it with a practical discipline ,which-
eminently suits it. In the system of Saktivisistidvaita
however, the Bhedibheda theory gnins a practical-
status by the Sagstlmla scheme.

Bhiskara is, no doubt, an upholder or the Bhedi-
bheda doctrine. He admits that unity and multipli-
city are both real. The causal state of Brahman is
regarded as unity while its evolved condition is one
of multiplicity. ¢« Karyarfipena nanityam, abhédah
kiranitman3i.’’. (Bhiskara on 1-1-1). Things are
nondifferent in their causal state and diffesent as.
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effécts ‘and individuals, Non-difference :does. not
absorb difference,as both are equally true. He beleives
in the real evolution (parinima) and regards the
illusion theory as unauthentic. He holds that the world
of matter has real existence, though it is essentially
of the same nature as Brahman. He says .that Jiva
is naturally one with Brahman while the difference
from Brahman is due to limitations. ¢ Jivaparaydscha
svibhavikah abh&dah, aupidbikastu bh&dah” (Bhas-
kara on 4-4-4). He illustrates the relation of Jivas to
Brahman on the analogy of sparks and fire. He thinks
that Brahman actually undcrgaes the suffering and
the rebirths as the individual souls-

He is of opinion that if difference between Jiva
and Brahman is regarded as natural. then it would
exist even in the Mukti state. Hence, in order to
bring out complete identity of Jiva with Brahman in
‘Mukti, he regards bhéda as due to the limiting
adjuncts which are. of course, real and not based on
avidya of the Advaita Vedinta.

This is against Sruti which clearly declares the
natural difference between Jiva and Brahmaa. When
.there is a .possibility of applying the Bheda Sruti
in its:true sense, we find no reason to ad.nit any
narrow or delimited application of that Srutj with
regard to the difference of Jiva from Brabman.
Hence, there arose a need for ihe spread of the
[Sak\iviaﬁggadvaila system which admits that the differ-
.ences are as real as the identity and says .that Jivas
can be different as well as non-different from Brah-

man. It.holds that Jivas being: naturally different
from Brahman practise intensive devotion and realise

3



18

.their unity or oneness with.Brabinan. This unity »
also regarded as natural. The system:has devised flx
-.stages which enable.thie individual soul to' realise unity
- with Brahmian'by the! gradudl. removal of difference
-at each stage. "Thus; it also'differs. from the :Bh&da-
sbhéda theory advocated by. Bhatta Bhaskara. Hence,
+it looks" evident rthat the Bhedibheda: theory is the
only possiblc'means of harinonising the difference as
well: the” unity existing!betweert . Jiva' and Brahman.
.+ . -Inthe same way, the relation of Bhedibheda
exists between -Brahman and - the. world. . The clear
understanding of this aspect purifies the Jiva by -way
of removing his ego and arrogance and enables him to
‘recognise the divine luitre pervading the entire world.
'Hence, the Bhedabheda vidw gives him the correct
‘view of his surroundings. -'It naturally avoids all
:possibility of Jiva's falling 4' prey to'the wicked
“influence of Miya, a binding Factbr* existing around
shim. This Miya is the contraction of Divine power,
Sakti, which acts as a bindirg principle. If bas
naturaliy created thesense of difference in Jiva and
turned his‘attehtion away from' Siva. ‘Siill, its ‘male-
rvolent influence'can easily bé coiifitéfacted by Jiva with
“the practice of devotion, ‘gracefully gravted to him by
«God as a reward ol bis pure mind, heart and intellect,
Miya bécomes benévolent' and’ comfortable tu!Jiva
‘when he regains his {lost powers of omniscience,
“omnipotence and vihicrs! | Everyihing becomes edsy oF
achicvement to the Jiva by ‘the divin- grace and devo-
-tion. AsJiva possesses the common character with Pra.
hman in the shape of conscionsness, b€ liccorhes capa-
ble of being immersed in'the ocean of divine bhss by
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‘regaining his.lost' powers in the coburse of his devo-
tional ‘practices.. In this ealightencd and blissful
state, he lives unaflected, with a spirit of detachment
and:disinterestedness. Such a:free and perfect state is
assured to theJiva by the Biedabhedd system which]
-iy thcoretically -designated as Saktividistidvaita and/
practically. called the Satsthala_ Samprgﬂ;y a, i

Sripati calls Viradaivism as Dvaxt.idla.itatmaka

\ Videdadvaita- Though he criticises the he Advaita systern
.at;great length and. attacks its varjous constituent
parts in no uncertain voice, he never loses sight of the
basic principle.of Advatita, the oneness or identity. of
Brahwan-and Jiva.., Paramasgiva has divided himself
into a knowing self and a knowable self (Anga:and
Linga.) The advaita existing between ‘them Lin' the
shape of consciousness will have to be manifested in
an expanded state. The advaita becomes easily
attainable between Anga and Linga emerging from
the same soonrce and possessing the common chara—
‘cteristic, chittva but not in che case of tila and tandula
or ghata and pata, possessing the diffcrent characteris-
tics altogether. By the term vide§idvaita, Sripati means

awariefy of advaita qualified with .a distinction. In
-other words, the term'may bé taken as referring totan
- advaita with a qualification or an attribute called Sakti
;which {5 an inseparable and inherent power ‘of . Siva,
He also uses .the expression like * Sak ivisista Sivasya
- advaitam’.- Hencey by the term vigesic va:ta.‘he intends
“tb convey anidea of Brahman who is qualified’ with
»an attribute named Saktic ‘Thé word advaita' denotes
- a doublermeaning- . [t denotes.the relation of identity
- existing ‘between-‘Anga and Linga and . also’denotes




20

3

the’ one unrivalled Paramasiva without a “second.
Hence, it refers to Mahilinga and His jdentical
relation with Paragakti. So, the term visegadvaita
means Paramdéiva who is qualified with a peculiar or
-distinct attribiite’or videsa called Sakti who is not to
"be separated: from Him. Hence, Paramaéiva or Maha-
linga exists as a - single :unrivalled ‘Ultimate Reality,
without a second whatsoever. The term Videdadvaita
. again refers to the Bhedibheda'relatien applicable to
Anga and Linga- As Anga happens to be a part of
Linga, the divine consciousness, he. cannot be totally
different from the-original source of consciousness
because of his possessing 2 common cCharacteristic
;with Him. As that similarity is.too suttle, it has got
-to be.developed by the Anga with an endless purstit.
In{ the ‘gradual course.” Anga- is sure to realise his
identity with Linga with the expansion of his latent
powers like omniscience, omnipotence etc. -Anga who
-is naturally endowed wirh the very minute power
called' Anuéakti, practises intensive devotion and
-worship and with the development- of ,his latent
powers, becomes merged with Limga, endowed with
his inherent power called Vibhugakti. This is the
.Lingangasimarasya which is bering enjoyed by the
Mukta in accordance with the Satsthala doctrine
whcrcm the Anga offers devotjonal worship to- nga
.in this bodyand becomes one with Him.
In the Bhakta and the Mahesvara stages, thc
.devotee (Anga) observes the presence of Linga, the
divine light along with him in the body and dedicates
his very life for the service of the inner light. 'In the
Prasadi stage, he regards all enjoyable objects of ithe
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world'ds Go 1s favour, . When the whole suriounding
Jeooksidivine, he ;becomes.a worthy recipients of the
dnternal bliss and hight dwelling in the heéart.” In the
Pranalingi: stage, he actually observes the internal
light and experiences the bliss. In‘the Sarana stage,
‘he forgets his individuality by his' selfsurrender. 'In
the Aikya stage, he becomes fully merged in the
ocean of bliss. .'Up to the Sarana stage, there exists a
sefise of difference between Anga and Linga. But
it is gradually lessened in each stage By the time,
the Anga recaches the aikya stage, the sense of differ-
ence is completely destroyed arnd the simarasya or
complete identity of Anga with Linga is réalised and
enjoyed. After this realisation, Anga lives here not
as Anga bur as Linga with the Lingaguhas like
Samati (eguanimity) and Samiddhdna (tranquillity).
He lives in the world with no pride and concdeit of
any.type.: As he is a Pirpakima, he has nothing
more to aspire for. .1As ‘he has-himself become God
and finds his surroundings filled with divine light, he
dreads not the . fear from any sourse. This is the
freey.perfect and blissful:life. led by -the ‘M’ukta in
this world with an impersonhl attitude.

This is> the Satsthala doctrine prescribed for
practice in Virasaivism. This is chielly connected with’
the Bhedabheda relation -which is coiitained 'in the'
Visdedadvaita of Sripati. - But,'why did he use the term
Videdadvaita and not S «krivisistadvaita itself ?- It is
truc.that his term is quite applicable to the Sagsthala’

. doctrine of Viradaivism.; :But, he hasinied the terin
Visedadvaita in order to point out .a' distir.ction From
Srikanta’s Sivavigistadvaitas -Both of them are Saivas



23

considering Siva.as the- Ultimate. Reality. :But, the
xesemblance ends there jtself. Srikanta’s system is alto-
gether Vigedadvaita svhich does not actually 'differ from
Rimanuja’s Viistadvaita. *., The! difference bétw&zcn
Srikanta and Raminuja les_only.in the names, Sl“”a :
and Vignu, given to the [Ultimate Reality- Sripat1’s
system however differs from Riama: uja's;Visﬁ@!?‘d"a't,a
and- as such, it naturally., differs “from ; Srikanta’s
Visistad vaita also. But, ,both.-Sripati- and Srikanta
name the Absolute.as Siva. Hence, in order to avoid
the possibility of the scholars being misled by the.term
Vigistadvaita, if used by Sripati also,he seems to have
Purposely used the term.Vidésdvaita. But there arises
no doubt or suspicion to anybody with regard to his
acceptance of Sakti as a visesa or an atiribute in
Paramagiva or Mahalinga who is.Advaita (without
a second entity) The Srutis like « Parisya $aktirvivie
dhaiva griiyate Svabhaviki gnanabalakriya,cha” “uma-
sahdyam Paramegvaram Prabhum ' clearly declare
that Paramagiva is naturally .associated with Pari-
$akti who is no other than His consciousness. ;
Besides, Kriyasara which s also a'‘Bhadya in verses
on Brahma Siatras,, has clearly mentioned the term-
“Saktivisistasya Brahmagahgignasﬁ » The \ iradaivi—
nandachandrilz has also mentioned the sarce term. As
the system assures an advaita of Vibhugaktivisista Siva:
in the final aikya stage,by means of the:dcvotional’
Practice in the first five stages, it.deserves to be
called .by the significant title  Sakrivigigtadtaica. :
Besides, this very title is capable.of denoting the
harnonious blending of Siva and Sakj, wth'no sapa-
Fate or independent existence for Sakt. It suggests
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neither the insignificance rior the complete predomiri-
{ance of Sakti. It gives an idea that Sakti is"¥ potenéy
5n Siva which acts according to the will of ' Sfx{a‘ for
Hi¢ pleasure. Jagadvyapara has to continue not with
a single influence of cither Sakti or Siva but with the
‘united influence of QaktivisistaSiva. Neither Siva nor
Gakti alone can carry on the work of the world but
Saktividista Siva can easily attend to everything con*-
nected with the world, Siva by his presence and Sakti
being actually engaged in work. Thus, the term
Saktivigistadvaita proves a significant, effective and
appropriate title for Viradaivism
Sruti declares Siva as both nirgupa and saguna.
Here, the word guna does not refer to sattva and
other two prakrti gunas o1 attributes. But, it means
the special features like omniscience \Sarvagnatva),
omaipotence (Sarvakartrtva), truthful determination
(Satyasamkalpatva), eternality (nityatva), faultless-
ness (n:ravadyatva) and lordship of the universe { Vis—
vapatitva)- Some Srutis like ¢Akdyd nirgunghyatma’
declare that Parameévara is devoid of all qualitics.
Some .Srutis like Satyakﬁmassatyasamka]pab etc.,
declare that Paramtman is full of endless attributes
as Sarvagnatva.etc $The S iktivisistadvaita system,’
however, harm .nises 'this conflicting declarhtion by
referring to'the Nirguna' Srutis to the Pralayakila and
the Saguna érutis to the Srgtikala " During ‘Pralaya)
Paramagiva aloneexidts in his origingl, unaltéred state’
when all his attributés will be in & condehsed 'state.’
Nirguna' §ritis refer 1b'the x,:b'nvzra”ctib'd‘ of auributes,
(éaktisarﬁkéch‘d)'durin' - pralaya’ when Paramasiva
exists alone as Atmarama. This is His kévalasthiti,
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_engaged in experiencing His own Sachidananda State-
,Ihis kevala state is called, His natural and original
state.But eventhen,he is accompanied by His inherent
Sakti which exists inHim inthe form of Sacchidandanu-
bhava:, Thisanubhava existsin Siva on all occasions
in pralaya.as well ag”srsti. Itican mnever be parted
from Him even for a second..,. In the absence of- this
experience; He ceasesito bea competent and bliss—
ful con:ciousness. He would then resemble-a lifeless
gem shining brightly. Hence, Sacchidanandanubhava
exists in Sive at all times. : This anubhava is what is
koewn as Vimarda .sakti'in: this system: As $akti
exists in Siva during pralaya in this state, ! her- attri-
butes like Iccha, Jnana, kriya and othefs exist in Him
in a contracted state as there is no occasion for their
use ;then.; When there arises a desire in Him for
- recreation,.the creation begins. Then all the attsi-
butes;that were contracted ‘manifest themselves into’
an expanded state. The Saguna Siuits .refer to the
Srstikala- when all attributes-shine brightly .in an
expanded state. Hence, the world .is regarded :as 4
- play-ground where, the divine. sportor.“Lita is deii-:
neated... Systi is, then, hothing but-the Lila state of
Siva, The svasthd state “is called: the .amirta form
whereas the Jild state is held as the marta form. snd
s Sruti clearly declares .that. God exists in both,
mirta and. amiirta forms. The, amirta form is,
‘h? original‘,‘ unaltered state. The mirta form com-.
prises the entirc universe consisting of organic beings
and inorganie matter. The amirta form is the .sub-
stratum existing as an abode and support of a)l beings
and objects. This is theoretically called Paramagiva-
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or Mahaliaga and practically éalled Sthala, who is
superintending the entire universe conszstmg of an
aspect of His own lustre in various forms. Sruti says
" clearly that He Himself created the universe and
allowed an aspect of His own listre to pervade this
universe, ‘Tat Srstvd tadevapupravigat ™ Parama
Siva in association with Jo@na Sakti and Kriva ¢akti
turns' out to be the personal God and Goddess,
Siva and Sakti with a view to favour and delude
the devotees. It is only for Lila, that Nird-
kara Pamagiva assumes these divine visible forms.
Again, the same Paramafiva in contact with Jnina
Saktvadhikya (predominance of intelligence) and
kriyadaktyidhikya (predominance of potence) becoms
Sadagiva and lIsvara. The state of equanimity
between Jnana and Kriyd is styled as Suddha
“Vidys, n balanced state of knowledge and action.
This! denotes a correct knowledge of an identity
between 'the original and the transformed states.
Paramadiva in association with Suddhavidyd turns
uut to be the creator, Brahman. Brahman natu-
"ra]ly possesses the balanced and correct knowledge
of the creation: he has to undertake as directed
by Paramagiva. This correct knowledge is personified
‘as Sarasvati, the Goddess of ' learning. The Sadidiva
state represents Rudra owing to the predominance
of intelligence. Rudra is remarkable for an excessive
intelligence and discrimination which are .essentially
required for His work known as destruction, This
discriminating power of Rudra is personified 'as
- Parvati. The Isvara state represents Visnu. owing
to the preponderance of potence. Visnu possesses. an



=28

excess of;activating power as He requires (it "for the
rprotecuun of ,the, world. This activating power of
. Visnu is personified. as Laksmi. Rudra and Parvati
yreside.in Kaildsa whereas VishnurandsLakshmi reside
n Vaxkunta Brahma and Sasavati reside in Brahma-
ka.. ‘They,. are, all attending to _their atlotted
; works. ., Thus, _thc ~Amiirta - Paramaélva, gets the
.entire work cf the, universe easily, accomplished by
.these five personial Gods..,,The work of the.universe
(Jagadvyapira) - chiefly, ‘consists ; of five.items like
_anugraha,(grace), tirodhina (delusion), Pralaya (des-
(truction), sthiti (miintenance) and Sristi |, (creation).
i These five Gods diligently attend to these five iteras
.of work,,as per the methodical order called Rta, This
is a,guiding principle existing in the universe as a
_representative of, the Uliimate Reality. Thisis a
divine order existing eternally and guiding not only
these five Gods but all living beings of the .universe.
It is this principle that has entrusted Yama under
.the guidance of Rudra (Sadagiva) with the destruc—
tion of beings according to the fate decided by
Brahmai at the time of birth. Itis the same principle
. that has inspired.all (othersubordinate,K Gods like
1L Vayn, Agni etc., to look: after, their concerned work
under the supervition of:the five Gods as directed by
~Paramasdiva, inherentdy connected with Barigakei.
s+ All this shows clearly that Paramadiva .is amus—
+ ing Himself in the form.of all thesccelestial beings.
His Sakti 'beirig separated from Him as per His
desire exists in these Gods for the purpose of Jipada-
- yipira. The relation of the controller and the con-
trolled exists between Amirta Siva and these miirta
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Gods  We have heard in Pdrinfis that the per—
sonal  Gods, Trimiirtis have -observed penance,
.meditared on the Amiiria Siva and secured sufficient
strength to carry on their individual works. Thig
clearly indicates that Sakti existing identically.'in
Impersonal Siva becomes scparated from Him in
order to enable 'Him for His different manifesta-
tiohs. She creates a sense of oneness between ‘the
original Reality and His evolved divine forms. That
means to say that the relation of identity eéxists
between them. Sukti in her origin .l state is of ‘the
nature of Sacchidinanda, and Vibhu (allpervading)
like Parama Siva. ¢ Tadiya parama Saktih Sacchida-
nandalaksana”. Thus says Sri Rénuka ‘o the sage
Agastya. ““Parisva Saktirvividhaiva Sruyate Svi-
.bhaviki Jnanabslakriya cha ™ Thus says the SvEti-
§vatara Sruti about the natural existence of Pard-
$akti-in Parama Siva. Though She is of the Sacchi:
dananda state, She daes not feel this kind of
experience.. Her role is only to function, in accord-
“ance with the desires of Parama Siva, Itis He who
gets the experience of His Sacchidinanda state. He is
the enjoyer while she is the doer, ' though hoth are
endowed with consciousness. Her powers get con-
tracted in Pralaya and expanded in Lili which leads
10 creation.
: The same jaherent Sakti having lost Her Sacchij-
..dinanda state becomes designated as Maya, which s
Jada, consisting of three attributes like Satva (purity
and goadness), Rajas (activity), and Tamas {Delusion)
Maya is hence, regarded, in this system, oot as. jllu—
¢ sion, but as the unconscious state of divine power.
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The same Miyi is.described in Gita as follows “Daivi
hy&sa Gunamayi mama maya duratyaya”. An aspect
' of Svaprakasa Parama Siva in association with Maya
Sakti becomes innumerable Jivas, the individaal sOl_llS-
The Jada mayi creates a sense of smallness and [inite-
ness ‘in Jivas.- Hence, Jivas’ powers of knowing and
- doing etc., are all naturally limited to a very low level:
»Though they.are Sivimdds, they have each been
.reduced to a degenerated and despicable state, Mavd
with the bewitching influence has caused them to for-
get their origin and feel worried over their misemf'ﬂc
lot. Jivis having forgotten all about their relation with
-Parama Siva have become worldly-minded and are
attached to the enjoyable objects. Maiaya creating 2
-sense of difference between Jiva and Siva and con-
tracting the original powers of Jiva’s knowing and
-doing becomes designated as Mala.This has made Jiva
anu by nature and inherently created an inferiomnity
complex in him. As a result of this, Jiva, instead of
~aspiring for the divine bliss entertains small desires
rand thoughts and has, hence, become little—minded
faint-hearted and .narrow-spirited.; « This mala or
impurity is of three kinds, dnava, miygya and kirmika.
~Asaresult of dnavamala, Jiva becomes constricte:t
{aplirna)  As a result of mayéya, Jiva gets a covering
of five sheaths or kanchukas, kali. vidyd, ‘riga, 'kila
‘and niyati, which actually reduce His powers of
omnipotence, omniscience universal love, pervasion
and Independence. As a result of kirmka mala,
Jiva retains the'vague hankering after doing some-
thing which produces the mental tendencies. These
malis induce Jiva to forget his divine origin and
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assume arrogance and .egoism in all undertakings.
Thus, Jiva is Siva Himself with his powers contracted
by the malas. Hence, Jiva is naturally separated and
different from Siva The difference between Jiva
and Siva in this system is svibhivika and not aupi-
dhika. Yet, the difference vanishes slowly and gradu~
ally and the identity or oneness is realised by Jiva by
means of devotional practicess  Hence, bhEda as svell
as abhéda between Jiva and Siva are both real and
natural. From all this, it lonks obvious that there
exists the relation of Bhedibheda between Jiva and
Siva. Brcause of this relation, it becomes possible
for Sakti to be partly separated from Him to provide
the material for His recreation.
As the worl} is surrounded on all sides by the
charming influence of Ma 4. people living here are
naturally tempted to enjoy the worldiy pleasures in
vain. ‘To enjoy these allurements, people require
God's grace. Owing to their genuine contact with
malas, they cannot easily get God’s grace. The divine
pleasure is before their eyes but they lack skill and
power to enjoy it. Unless the mala is completely
removed, they cannot hopz to secure Gop’s grace.
Without grace, they cannot lead a happy and peace-
ful life. People are, thus, in a state of perplexity as
to whar do in the midst of sev ril temptations. They
know that they have each a stomach to be filled with
food and a body to be covered with garments and
ornaments. They concern themselves with the means
of eating and clothing. Owing to their discontent-
ment, they engage themselves in mutual jealousies
and illwishes and praetise arrogance and hatred- In
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this'degraded state, people are fit to be called Pasis,
lacking proper discrimination between justice a.nd
injustice. In all their dealings, Siva co-existing with
them in the heart remains indifferent as an onlooker
(Udisinavadisinah). When Pagus gec disguested
with their unworthy and arrogant deéds, they natur-
ally feel a sense of repentence. It is this penitence
which makes them fit-for God’s grace. God’s grace
which is called ‘Saktipita falls, then, on them. Now,
they ‘are blessed with devotion. Because of Saktipata,
Bhakti begins to grow in Jia. 'As a result of devo-
tion; Jiva gets proper discretion and concerns himself
with the just and worthy deeds. At this stage, Siva
presents himself in the form of Guru and teaches him
the proper way of life, :

Guru's contact with Jiva works out a miracle as
it changes the very attitude of his life. Guru tells
him how ke has emanated from Siva and how he can
conquer malas by the pracice of Bhakti which is
nothing but the divine grace. The practice of Bhakti
neeessitates the presence of some divine form to the
eyes and hands’ for worship and to the mind for
meditation: In'the absence of some visible form, it
will not be possible for Jiva to countcract the male-
volent influence of malds. Hence. Guru takes pity on
the unfortunate position of the disciple. With his
apiritual power, he extracts the divine consciousness
existing in the disciple’s heart, head and eyes, preserves
it in a Sivalinga and offers it to the disciple for
worship, considering it to be the very essence ‘of his
life. The disciple regards this as the Istalinga, his
dear object of worship. He: makes no difference
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between his consciousness and this Istalinga, The
worship of Istalinga constitutes what is known as the .
miirtimirtdpisana as per - the scriptural declara.
tion. If we have to enjoy divine bliss, it is inevitable
that we have to worship the miirta form with our
hands and meditate on the amirta form in our
mind, By the omission of either, our worship becomes
incomplete and we will he violating the scriptural
authority and groping in the dark with no suitable
support and reliable guidance.

In order to bring out the sanctity of Sruti, the
Saktivigistidvaita system makes it a prerequisite for
us to wear and woiship Sivalinga presented by Guru
ac the time of Diksd ceremony, with an upadééa of
Panchiksari Maatra. Lingadharana or the wearing
of Linga is a vedic injunction to be observed for our
purification. The humns of the Yajurveda like
¢-Sarvalingam Sthipayati Papimagtram pavitram ”
denote the installation of Linga on the palm of the
devotee’s hand at the time of Diksa by Guru, The
Rik hyma ¢«Pavitram té vitatam Brahmanaspate ”
says that the human body coming in contact with
Linga purifies the wearer. Sruti thus considers and
calls Linga as Pavitra, a purilying agent.  Hence, 1he
procedure of wearing Linga on the body for purifica-
tion is just in comfurmity with the Vedic require~
meuts. [he wearing of this Istalinga denotes the
et-rnal contact of divinity to the devotee and makes
him feel the divine presence io him on a]l occasions,
The devotee steadily gazes on the Linga, "physically
worships it with intense devotion and mentally
metitates on it with due concentration,
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"This kind' of mirtamirtopisana is not made
possible in the case of other kinds of worship. An
image with an installatinn®of the divine consciousness
is gcncrally kept and wourshipped by all human beings
in temples. This kind of worship i: observed in the
Sthavaralinga as practxscd by Saivas 'and: in the
Archavatira as practised by Vaisnavas. This worship.
of‘course, blesses the devotee so long as he is er.gagcd
i’ God’s service. Hence, his contact with Divinity
exists only during worsiip and this fails to counteract
the malevolent influence of 'the malas 1In order to
bring out the nitydbhiyoga or eternal contact to the
devotee, the Saktividistadvaita system prescribes the
wearing and worship of the lgtalinga of the size of 2
thumb, similar to that residing in the devotce’s heart
in the shape of Jy6ti or lustre as mentioned in Kathd~
panigat ¢ Angustamitrah Purusah .Jydtirividhiima—
kah’. The same Jyoti is mentioned as Igvara iRt
Bhagavadgita and Pranalinga in Saktivisigtidvaita
system. The very same Iévara is taken our in the
form of Istalinga,worn and worshipped by the devotee.
The worship of Istalinga is regarded: as nityavidhi,
to be observed throughout one’s life. The wearing,
the worship and the remembrance of the Istalinga on
all occasions enab'e the fevGtee to ‘be in close touch
with the internal divine lustre and enjoy the divine
bliss gradually.

It is Bhakti that removes the evil effects of mala
and brings out the eternal contact of God to the
devotee. ‘This Bhakti which is the divine grace is no
other than Chit Sakti, favoured by Him for the
regeneration of Jiva who fecls repentence for his
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unworthy acts and thoughts. If miyi has a malevo-
fent influence, Bhakti exercises a benevolent influence
over Jiva, If Ma.i has reduced Siva ro the Jiva state, -
Bhakti unfolds Siva in Jiva. The degenerated Jiva
assumes his original Sivabhiva by the constant practice
of intensive devorion. Hence, it is regarded asa
divine gift.- Not all but the pureminded with hearty
repentance can get this favour. But how to practise
itis a problem for consideration. It is Gurn who
who teaches the practice of Bhakti. Mere teaching
is not enough, as mala is ready like a lion to pounce
upon the devotee. Hence, the same Siva in the shape
of Jangamds, (the disinterested and enlightened souls)
approches the devotee often and often with a view to
heighten the practice.of Bhakti, It is only when
dcvotion becomes intensive and allrounded. that it
can avoid the possibility of Jiva's falling a victim to
the wicked influences of malatraya in his various
walks of life.” Thus, Siva residing in the humah heart
as Iévara or Jyoti or Prana comes out as Istalinga into
the hands of devotec owing to the spiripral influence
of the Guru and the devotee’s attachment to this
Istalinga gets heightened owing to the imtervention
of the Jangama’s spiritual influence. Hence, the Ista-
lingopasana constitutes not the image worship but
that of the divinc consciousnes extracted from the
devotee himself

Even Bhagavan Vyasd has explained the.three~
fold nature of Upisana in the Sutra “Jivamukhys
Pranalinginnéti chénna Upasitraividhyidagdritat-
twidiha tadydgit ’ (1~1-82). He actually refers

5
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the Upiasatraividhya” He means to sy .that ‘Gofi is
10 be meditated~ in ‘the ‘mind ior: @t heart, {This 18
,calied manasopdsana. Whileithe utterance of mantras
like Rudradhydya is Vachakopasanas The.nekt'kind
-ofiUpdcana is.by Holding and worshipping . theSiva-
.linga ia the palm of the hind and observing the edge
-of it closely as-long as one-is capable of - This is Kaya-
‘kbpasana.; Thosewho meditateion:God in theirs minds
without being ditly.initiated. and without-worshipping
the Linga with their¢hand -and -wearingit. onuthe
‘body feelritshard t&' controli their distracted mind-
‘Besides, they will be.frustrating the vedic declaration
about the Miitamirtdpasana‘1Thus; he iwho cwears
the Linga on the body. meditates’ onsit in. his mind
. and.worships it with'his hands-by reciting the, holy
mantra with his lips becomes entitled,; to . Sivagnina
and Acanda Just as the failure(to perform: Sandhya
vandana is counted as a religious omission,and a sin
in Brihminism, so also .the,failure; to wear rand
worship, Linga, the mirta form,-of, Siva is,considered
as an uppardonable pollution in Viragaivism There—~
fore ghc‘,weg;‘ing‘)of Linga is; as -important, as main-
tainjog , a sacrificial fire throughout.one’s life; To
those syho ajmat Moksa, Lingadhirana is _spoken of
as a nccessary condition and consccration, | It-is said
inythe Sankarasamhitd of. the Skandapuripa that
Brahma and other Gods, Goutama, Upamanyu and
other sages wear Linga in the best par s of their
bodies, In this world, Linga i§ actually seen.worn
by the idols in the temples of Andntapadmanibha
and:Vifaleéwara in the han { and on the head respeé-
tively. It is the Lingadhirana,!Archana and Dhydna
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that make the mirtimirtdpasana of: Swaxcomplcte
and effective to the devntees o
1. Though the system of 5 keivistidvaita. IVcd:mta
admits of advaita or ifentity at the final stage of the
-devotee’s worship of Linga, it differs from the Advaita
system iniseveral respects. In this system, the.Ulti-
mate Reality exists in the mirta as well as the amirea
forms and He is to be worstupped in both. ways« ‘In
both forms, He is accompanied by thg inscparable
attribute - calléd- Saktj. Saktivisista Siva is - hence
regarded as the cause of Jagadvyapara like creating,
maiataining, annihilating, coucealingjand favouring.
Both Amiirta Siva as well as His evolved divine miirta
forms are real. Hence, the system holds the Absolute
as:'Savigesa in Tts miirta as well as Amurta states-
Again, it regards the Absolute as nirgupa as well ag
sagupa; nifguna in Its original state with Its powers
coridensed and saguna in Its evolved state With Its
powers expinded. Ih the Advaita system, however, the
Ultimate:Reality tis the purc conscionsness without
any dttribute, form or quality \nirvibhdga chitireva
kévdla). Parabrabman is always amiirtz, nifguna and
nirvig ga. The Saguna Biahma'or muyopadh:kalswara
is an illusion or mvcntmn which is dcvoxd‘uf rcahty
‘With' regard‘to the'nature of Jiva also,’ thctc
exists a fundamental' diffirerce between * fheié th
systems.’ - In the Saktividistidvaista systém,”ji\'ra h’aa
cmanated fram Siva as the éparks from fire, J;va' is
Sivamsa associated with Miy3, the Divine powcl* i the
Jada‘stateit L hus. Jiva is Siva Himself with the powers
contracted or limited: Owing 'to the'contracuon"of
powersyht is naturally ‘different from Sl\ra ah efernal
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abode of the powers like omniscience, ctc expanded in
His evolved state and contracted in His original state.
<Though far different from Siva, Jiva becomes necarer
and dearer to Him by virtue of his devotional Pff‘c'
tices. Finally, he realises his unity with Siva owing
o the expansion of bis powers. Jiva in the Advaita
-system is an invented being observed as such owing
ito ignorance. . He is held as .avidyopadhika. The
statement ¢ Jivo Bramhaiva naparah ™ refers to the
true and essential state of Jiva. The Bramha riipa of
Jiva is real, whereas the Jaiva riipa is mithya or un-
.real according to the Advaita Vedanta. The apparent
Jaiva form is only a superimposition on Brahman in
ignorance. By the removal of ignorance, the pure
consciousness is awakened- Hence, Mcksa in the
Advaita system .is to regain the knowledge of the
original state of Jiva owing to the removal of ignor-
ance- Here, knowledge is the only means of salvation.
‘Whereas, in Saktivisistadyaita system, both knowledge
and worship constitute the means of salvation, They
should continue throughout one’s existence without
any cessation till the aikya state is rcalised. Aflter
the realisation of the Divine Bliss, the mukta acts not
for himself but for the good of the universe.

.. Even with regard to the world, there exists a
fundamental difference between these two systems.
In Advaita, the world is unreal, false and illusory like
a dream. In the Saktivisistadvaita system, however
the world is a real substance which sezves as the play~
ground of Siva. It is the manifestation of Sakti-
visista Siva. Even an inanimate clement is found
endowed with an attribute called Sakti. The earth
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-possesses a power of endurance (Dharana Sakti.) It is
.an experience of one and all that the earth is capable
of bearing all kinds of hardships This capaciry of
tolerance is a divine gift. Likewise, water is capa-
ble of satisfying the thirst of all! living beings. None
can feel satisfied by anything other than water. Tt
is God's will that water shonid serve all beings in that
capacity. So the Apydyana Sakti is found in water as
a divine favour. Similarly, the capacity of burning
is found in fire. Itis a divine instruction that fire
should possess such a power as Dihasakti. The power
of moving from place to place is found in Vayu. Akasa
has possessed of the power of pervadirg the ‘entire
universe. Again, the sun has possessed a power of
itlumining the worlgd by virtue of which he removes
darkness and awakens the entire world The moon
possesses chandrika which has a delightful effect on
all "distressed beings. In the same way, Jiva has
naturally possessed of Buddhi Sakti, which, in spite
of its béing contracted, can work out wonders of
varivus Einds. Bidardyana in his Sutra © Atma-
ni chaivam Vichitrascha hi’’ explains how wonderful
powsers exist even in the inanimate and animate
beings of the world. Thus, it is clear that there exists
no object which is not endowed with some power
which distinguishes it from the other objects. Hence,
it is obvious that the world cousisting of eight forms
is Sivadaktimaya and it has not even a taint of il
sion or Falsity or mere app ‘arance. The world exist-
ing in the minutest form in Siva during prajaya
comes-out in the grass form ‘as the visitle world,
The Saktivisista Siva is regarded as the prime cause
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of “creating, .protecting, destroying, concealing and
favouring the world. Hence, the world s rgga'!'d.ed
as a reality wherein the Jiva gets proper training
and enjoys the divine bliss by the practice of dFVO‘
tion  Thus, the Saktividistadvaita, system is entirely
opposed to the Jaganmithyitva uf the Advaita system
which regards the world as unreal like a mirage., ,
. Inthesame way, the systcm of Saknv istadvaita
differs from that of the szxstadvalta In Vléxstadvalta’
the Absolute is endowed wnh all desirable qualities
like all—knowmg, all—powerfull all. pervadmg and all-
merciful etc, Whatever exists is contamcd thhm God
and thcrcf'orc, the systcm admlts no second mdcpend-
eat clement. But,wtthm the unity are distinct elements
of plurality which are yct absolutely real and not
figments of 1llu510n These are the souls of various
classes and degrec (Chit) and matier, in all its forms
(Achit) which together are rcprcscntrd as constituting
the body of God. Both matter and souls exist rter—
nally in God and have had’ no absolute bcgmnmg
and will have no abso!ulc end, Whereas in Sakn—
vidistadvaita systcm,lthc Ultimate Reality exists as a
single entity with an inherent attribute called Sazkti,
which is of the nature of Siva Himself. The same Sakti
havmg lost her Sacchidinanda state as per the desire
of Siva becomes Gunamayi Miyi which is Jada.
This mayi, the divine power has pervaded the entire
umvcrsc with all her attractions. It exists in Jivas
in the form of mala, the impurity. This may3, in
pralaya includes all Jivas and Jagat in the subtle
states and gets immersed in jts ong:nal substratum,
Sakti. Hence, in Saktividistadvaita, the Vaidistya of
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Siva isswith Sakti which is His natural, and insepa-~
rablec attributc  Whereas, in Visistadvaita, the Vaigi-
stya of Brihman is with chit and achit .which form
the distinct realities with no independent existence,
though constituting the body of Brahman The
relation of Sariragariribhiiva exists hetween Brahman
and Chidachit wo:ld. This relation establishes the
difference and unconnectedness which are but unper~
ceivable.  In Saktivisistadvaita however, the relation
of identity cxists betwecen Sakti and Siva in the
original state and that of diffcrence between Miya
and Siva. Hence, the relation of Bhedibheda which
is neither complete difference nor complete identity
is accepted in the case of Siva and Sakti.

In the Pralaya state according to Visistadvaita,
1he matier exists in the subtle state in which it poss~
esses none of the qualities which make it an object of
ordinary experience. The souls likewite cease to be
connected with the bodies. Though thev retain the
essential guality of being the cognising agents, they
are unable to marifest their cogaition. After creation,
they enter into the bodies suitable to their karma
and expand their cognition gradually from devotional
practicrs  In the mukti state which is called avibha-
gendvasthiti, their essential quality of being the
cognising agents is fully developed and they experi.
ence the divine bliss excluding Jagadvydpira and
Laksihpatitva which are reserved for Brahman.
Besides, they will he enjoying a bliss arising from the
kainkarya offered by them to Brahman. ‘Though they
reside in Brahman m Mukti, they resenible him only
in the way of experiencing the bliss. . The. Sitra
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“ Bhogamétrasamyalingéccha” clearly snys'that thtf
resemblance between Brahman. and Jiva in Mukti
.exists only in the aspect of Bhoga, the experience of
bliss In all other respects, the mukta can never
interfere in any manner- The relation of: mukta 10
Brahman. is called Sgsadesibhava, The’ Jliberated
should remain in service of ‘Brahinan as His ‘depen-
dent, just as wife always'stands dependent On her
husband in spite of her being happy with him. Tk_‘c
state of Mukta resembles that of a lamp burning In
the presence of sunlight. 1In the absence of sunlights
lamp can shine gloriously. But lamp, in spite of its
possessing brightness cannot assume any independence
before sunlighe. So also, themukta, in spite of his
enjoying bliss with Brahman, :cannot ‘shine indepen-
dently. In the absence of Divine lustre, he can shine
brightly. But, the Divine lustre can never disappear,
and hence the mukta in spite of his being a Prakisa,
has to remain subordinate to the Svaprakisa and
Svatantra Paramitman. 'This js the mukti'of visista—
dvaita. According to this, 'the mukta enjoys no
complete freedom. . ' .

In Saktividistidvaita system, Jiva in the mukt
state loses his Jivabhava completely and attains his
Sivabhiva, which is his éssential form. Jiva in mukti
1bses his natural state and realises his essential state.
This essential staté, Sivabhava is not the evolved or
Lila state but the original kévala state In thisoriginal
state, there arises no occasion for the mukta to be
engaged in any of the Jagadvyipiris which are all
but reserved to the evolved or Lila states of Siva. The
mukta becomes one or identified not with the Lila
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state of Siva but with the kévalaor Svayambhu state
where the question of Jagadvyapara does not arise-
Accordingly, there is no necd of a Mukta to think of
Parvatipatitva; as this is purely reserved to ‘the
personiﬁcd God, Rudra who is oneof the evolved
states of Siva: Those who have realised any of the
Muktis like sslokya, Samipya and Sariipya, 80 t
Kailasa and meditate upon the Amirta and Original
state of Siva and realise the Sayujya Mukti which
is the complete immersion jn the occan of unlimited
divine bliss- Those who practise the Satsthala
doctrine and reach the sixth state here, while
alive, enjoy the bliss of sayujya, in this bodys
rendered holy owing to its eternal contact with Linga,
the Divine Lustre- Thosc who depart from this body
even earlier without realising the Divine bliss .at the
aikya .state will have to be reborn to resume their
practicc, once agains till the Samarasya ia realiscd
here. One who departs from the body at the Sarana
stage, resorts 10 Kaildsa and stays there till he realises
the aikya state- Even there, he has to meditate on
the amiirta state of Swa, to realise his oneness
with Him, One who reaches the aikya state here,
and enjoys the Divine Bliss in this deified body
becomes anited with the Amirta Parama Siva, so
that he can exut for ever with 1O restriction or limi-
tatiyn of any kind. This is the Siva-Jivaiakya or the
.complete ;dentity of Mukta with Nigkala Parama Siva,
.presented in the Gaktivigistadvaita system wherein
the relation of Sesasesibhava does not apply to the
mukta. us, the Sa\ctiviéisgidvaim system differs
entirely from he Vigistadvaita of Ramanuja+
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In the same way, it differs from Srikanta’s Siva-
Vidistadvaita also. Accordingly, it differs from Kas:
mira Saivism which treats Sakti as the material cause
and Siva as the instrumental and hence fails to
establish a harmonious blending of Sakti with Siva.
Saktividistadvaita system,. however, maintains the
harmonious balance between Sakti and Siva and
regards neither Sakti'nor Siva alone as the cause of
Jagadvyapira but assigns the causality of Jagadvya-
para to Saktividista Siva. Similarly, it differs fiom the
Dvaita system which teaches the complete difference
between Jiva and Bramhan in samsira .as well as in
mukti. In the Saktivigistadvaita system, however, the
difference vanishes gradually and the identity or
simarasya is realised and enjoyed by the liberated
soul who feels no sense of dependence’on any body.
As this system is based on the harmonisation of
Srutis appearing to be of a conflicting nacure, this is
designated ag Sarvagrutisamanvaya Dargana It is
also possible to find the Sarvamatasamanvaya in this
system. * It preaches dvaita or difference betsween
Jiva and Siva at the injtial state and advaita or com-
plete identity of Jiva with Sivu at the final aikya state.
In the fifth or the Sarapa state, it mauiotains the
relation of Satipatibhiva wherein the pure Jiva in
the form of Sati by his self-surrender becomes fully
immersed in the deep ocean of Divine Bliss. This
Satipatibhiva resembles the mubta’s prapatti or self-
surrender to Paramdtman according to the Vidistta~
dvaita system. As this system contains the Dvaita
practice in the beginning, the Vifistidvaita’s prapatti
in its progress and the Advaitic Simarasya at the
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end, it may be regarded as 3 harmonising sytem
containing all the views at different stages- Itisa
unpique system which possesses Dvaita, Vigistadvaita
and Advaita views but has grown independently
with a speciality and an {ndividuality of, its own.

In the light of the above, it is clear that ' the
system of Qaktiviéistadvaita Velinta has grown
indcpcndently with itsown originality, being practiscd
by the ancient Sages like Dadhichi, Upamanyu- Darva-
sas, Agastya and others. Tt is also heard from the Kadi-
khanda that even Vyasa got himself initiated into the
Sambhava Diksd and then became qualified for
obtaining Moksa- The essence of this system is held
to have been first taught by Siva to His wife Umi and
His son, Sanmukha® «¢Purd Dévéna Kathitam Dévyai
Tannandandya cha.” This system is contained in the
Saivigamas, which are all considered to have been told
by Siva to His wife or son- The same, in turn, was
taught by Sri Renukachirya, one of the five well.known
Achiryis to thesage Agastya after he was injtiated in-
to the 'Viraja Diksa This is a ceremony which makes
the devotee’s mind and intellect pure and capable of
receiving spiritual inst’ruC(ion. The teaching of ‘the

Saktiviéist:‘advaita system is rcproduccd in a work

called Siddh:’mtaéﬂchﬁmuni by Givayogi Sivacharya.
This is accepted as 20 suthority by Sripati Pandita
in writing his comment Of Brahmasitras. Sripatils
date is proved to be 11th'AD- according to the Sripati
p_.mditakﬁhnimaya of late Kaginatha * Séastry: of
Mysore: Besides, Srigali says that he .has’ based
his Bhidya o1 Agastya vittis (Srikara Bhasya p-2)
Agastyamunichandrér_m Krtam Vaiyasakim. 'Subhim!
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Sttravritim Samalokya kritam Bhagyam Sivamkaram!
From this, we can infer that the Agastya Vrtti on Vyisa
Siitras was based on Saktivisistadvaitavedinta and
hence Sripati followed it while writing his Bhadya on
the Sttras. The sage Agastya being taught the essence
of-Saktivisistadvaita system by Renukacharya must
have written a Vrtti of his own on the Brahmasiitras.
The Siddanta Sikhamani which has reproduced
Renukichirya’s teaching to .the sage Agastya and
is quoted and held in high respect by Sripati in
his Bhasya of 1ith A D. must have existed prior tu
Sripati, Even otherwise, it looks obviousthat Renuka-
chirya must have taught the Viragaiva Philosophy
to the sage Agastya in the remote past. The Sid-
dhanta Sikhamani dealing with a dialogue between
Rénuka and Agascya is held as equivalent in value
and respect to the Bhagavadgita'dcaling with the
dialogue between Krisna and Arjuna. The Siddhinta
Sikhamani is alse designated as Reénukagita contain-
ing the essence of Viragaiva Philosophy. Gitd which
was taught by Krisna to Arjuna in the battle—ficld
during the Mahabharata war was written by Vyisa
after a long period of the actual teaching. Similarly,
the essence of Saktivigistadvaita Veédinta, as taught
long back by Sri Renukacharya to the sage Agastya
prevailed in tradition since then and it was re-
produced by Sivaybgi Sivachirya in the Siddhinta
Sikhimani at a later period. Henee, the system must
have been taught and practised by many a follower
inthe very ancient period. In spite of its being
practis individually, it received a favourable sup-
port under the eminent guidance of the mystics like
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Allama and the devotees like Basava. Basava, the
centie of spiritual activity tanght the cssenee of this
system in an easily understandable manner ard did
much for its popularisation. Following the ancient
path led by the five Achiiryas, the first preachers of
this system and the Vachanakiris like Déavara Disi-
mirya, Basava took 'a bold and generobs attitude
and brought home to the common man and women
the'noble and essential teachings of this system and
threw-its doors open to one and all.  His teaching is
just in_accordance with the preachings laid down
in the Saivigamis and the Upanisads. .
Following the Upanisads, Saivagamas, the avajl-
able Sanskrit Texts and the Vachanas of the mystics,
the theory of the system of Saktivigistidvaita Védanta
has been dealt with in the first part of the Sanskrit
Text. While dealing with the theoretical aspect of
the system, its speciality and individuality arc clearly
men-ioned with 4 comparative sutlook. While doing
s0, .the conformity of the Saivigamas with the
Brahmasiitras is also taken cognisance of. Bhagavad-
gita is also utilised wherever it is found essential
and necessary. Hence, it is noteworthy that the system
has beeu theorerically considercd on the basis of Brah-
masiitras, Upanisads and Bhagavadgita which con-
stitute the Prasthintraya. I hope I have given here'
2 brief summary of the topics relating to the theory
of Saktivigistidvaita Vedanta dealt with in the first
part of the Sanskrit Text. 1 shall feel rewarded if
this serves as a guidance for the careful understand-—
ing of the implications of the theory of the system of
Saktivigistadvaitavedanta. e



~

46

.. Hiving thus given a brief analysis of the theore=
tical side of the system, the essential features of the:
practical discipline known as the Satsthala scheme
suitable to the .theory are dealt with in the second
part of the Texr,. Satsthala is the u-chniqu\t")f“he_
religious practice. of Saktivigistidvaita system _0'
Védanta. Itis an all-compreheasive scheme ,Whl'Ch'
includes :everything.. that , the religious . practice
requires.- It includes the mutual connection of know=
ledge and action...lt includes Panchacharas and
Astavaranis which are subsidiaries and auxiliaries 10
it. Itis the method by which the individual spirit
is merged in the Universal Spirit. The identity of
them ever exists in fact but is now lost temporarily
It is restored because the individual spirit is piereed
through thé.three malas and the five kanchukas,
which have contracted his original powers. Hence,
Satsthala discipline enables Jiva to regain his tem-—
porarily lost identity with the Absolute Keality.

The Satsthala discipline regards the Ultimate
Reality as Sthala or Mahilinga which constitutes the
abode or support of the whole movable and immov-
able objects As su h, it is a resting place of all
beings, worlds and possessions. It holds ol powers
and souls within Its custoly, It is the highest place
to be realised by those who seek the eternal bliss.
Hence, it is calied the one and non {ualistic state. By
the agitation of Its innate power, It gets divided into
Linga, the worshipped and Anga, the worshipper.
Divinity thus works in dual capacity - as Anga in the
human body and as Linga in and out of the body»

supportiog and nursing the Anga, Linga residing in
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the human heart cxpects and ‘awaits an opportumty
for the ultimate union of Anga with Him'

Anga, the individual soul being: swayed by the’
malatraya, gets involved in varjous misdeeds out’of
arrogance. At last, he feels the uselessness® of his
vanity and realises the mystrrxous power wcrkmg in
and behind bim. 1t is this feeling that createsa
sense of repentance for his misbehaviour. This is the
starting point leading to his spiritual quest. At his
very repentance, Linga residing with him takes com-
passion and appears before him as Guru to teach him
what he has to do to regain his original state which’
he has temporarily lost. Mere such instruction cannot
set the matter right. Hence, he blesses him wholehear-'
tedly and favours him with a Sivalinga of the size ofa
thumb and asks him to worship it with a belief that it
is the symbol of the Divine spirit within himself,
Thus, Anga cammences the practice of devotion at
the spiritual guidance of Gurn This process of Guru’s
gracing the devotce with his own consciousacss is
technically called the Diksd cerem wmey-

Diksa is a religious discipline by which Guru
transfurms the fleshy body into a holy one. It is
of three kinds, V&dha. Mantra and Kriyd. Vedha
Dikgd is u process wherein Gurn awakens the hidden
power of Divinity in the devotec by his steady gaze
ar him and by way of tauching the devotee’s head
with his sacred hand. This enables the devotee to
recall his true nature which he had forgotten: owing
to his contact with the impurities 't he ' Mantra
Diksi is a process wherein Gurn reveals the import.
ance of the holy five-lettered mantra with: the *sacred
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Om and instructs him to repeat it mentally on ‘f“
possible occasions. ; Kriya Diksa is a process'wh?ff‘“
Guru extracts, through his spritual power, the Divine
lustre bying hidden in the d .votee’s head and inst.a"’
it in a linga of the size of 2 thumb and places it intc
the devotee’s hand for worship - This is considered t©
be the, internal Divine spirit, shining before the
devotee’s eyes, mind and Bhiva. It must, under no
circumstances, be parted from the body sjnce its
separation is.held as equal to spritual death —

* By the Istalinga worship, the devotee is brought,
face to face, with'Siva who resides in the human heart
in the form of a,Jydti of the size of a thumb, as
mentioned in Katopanisad « Angustamitrah purusd
Jyotirivadhiimakah” «Madhya' &tmani tisthatt”
(2-2-13). ;Hence, the devotee regards this Istalinga as
no other than the internal Divine consciousness resid—
ing in him. Thus, Diksi makes Anga to have an
eternal contact with Siva by wearing and worshipping
his own Istalinga and carrying on all his day—to-day
teansactions for Its pleasuse and service. Thus, Diksi
serves as a kaife to cut theban is that have iinprisoned
Jiva in this body. It enables him to rise higher in his
spiritual pursuit As he rises higher, his mind, ego, in-
tellect, the organs of scnse and action et transformed
into the divine state. In the quietud+ of mind and
the tranquillity of scnses, he realises the majesty of
the Supreme Spirit- Thus, the pracrice of Satsthala
enables Jiva to realise the unlimited 'and iofinite joy
here on earth in this human body. -

Satsthala discipline has devited six stages which

the Anga must climb to achieve realisation. These
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stages are, Bhakta. Maheswara, Prasidi, Pranalingi,
Sarana and Aikya From the Bhakta stage, the
devotee rises to the Miahe§wara stage and so on till
he reaches the aikya stage where-in he achieves unity
with Linga. These six stages gradually remove the
wide and impenetrable guif of Anga's difference from
Linga in each of the lirst five stages and bring out
his union with Linga at the sixth stage. The practice
of the Satsthala scheme may be commenced at any
time in our life. It does not await the advent of an old
and advanced age in human life. Any man or woman
who has an earnest desire to know and realise the
Supreme Spirit 1s the best fitted for the practice of
Satsthala discipline,based on Bhakti. '
.« By the practice of Sradhha Bhakti. Anga becomes
a Bhakta and regards himself as a humble servant
of Linga.. Now, he comes to know of the mysterious
and marvellous workings of Linga in and around him.
Accordingly, he believes in Him wholeheartedly and
recognises Guru and Jangamas as the very personifi-
cations of Him He entertains the same kind of
devotional feelings towards Guru, Linga and Janga~
mas. He respects Guru because he has presented
him an Istalinga whith is no other than his own
divine consciousness Similarly, he respects Janga-~
mas, the cnlightened souls because they heighten his
devotion by virtue of their spiritual practice and
make him think of Linga alane during all his worldly
transactions. They impress on him their ideal of an
impersonal and disinterested Ife. The difference
between Guru and Jangama in this system, in_ spite
of both being the realised souls fies in Guru's

) 7
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instructing the devotee about the mysterious nature of
‘Linga and inJangama’s impressing upon the devotee
dbout the detachced and unaffected life on an example
of his own' ""Both are-worthy of an equal respect at
the hands of the devotee * If one is ‘the instructer qf
devotion, another is its heighteners With this imiplicit
faith; the dévotee dedicates himself'for the service of
Guru, 'Lidga and Jangamas in “an:‘equal 'manner-
This kind of service enables him to get rid of his €go
and-the accompanying passions and emotions: As he
becomes free rfrom’ selfish” desire, there dance in him
the virtues like kindriess, compassion etc. He becomes
soft and tender like a flower,’ Hence, he comes nearer
and dearer to Lifga owing to his chaste behaviour.
" This'Sradhha Bhakti grows into Nistha Bhakti,
the p’iacti!éé"ot" which takes the Bhakta'fo the next
step in WS spifitual practice.” THis'is the Mahaswara
stage: Wherein ‘He gets 'a” deeprodied belief in the
workings of Linga in and around'Kim. “His devotion
how becémes firmfooted ‘and ‘steady in the midst of
all worldly attractions By the pracice of truth, mora-
lity'and leanliness of 'Heart and mind! he observes a
heroically rigi'd vow bised upon’ his firm belief. He
regards’ himself as having lived purely for God’s
service. “He observes all religious vows and restraints
having Siva as their'pursuit. ~ At this stage, hé lives
contented by disregarding all temptations of the world-
Nisthd Bhakti grows into Avadhana Bhakti, the
practice of which makes Miheswara a Prasadi. The
Prasidi always remains awakened in life and enjovs
the pleasures of the world as prasida offered by God.,
He becomes aware of the divine presence and offers,
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everything to’ be graced by Him.' He régards ajl
enjoyable objects of the: universe as-Divine favour.
Thus, he views everything in the universe dispassiona-
tely. With this disinterested view, he attains complctc
purity and tranquillity of mind.

Being unconcerned with the worldly :njoymcnts,
the prasadi concentrates all his atlention on the light
shining in his heart, by getting complete control over
the vital airs in his yogic practice. When the vital
airs in the body are cntrolled, all the forces outside
the body can be restrained. By controlling the vital
airs, prasadi becomes Prinalingi and experiences the
tuternal Divipe Bliss in his pure mind and sces the
same light in the Istalinga on his palm. When PrinaZ
lingi observes the divine light in his Istalinga, he
becomes capable of seeing the same light shining
around him in all beings, This is the Anubhava
Bhakii practiced by the Prasidi jo thc Prapalingi
state. With this experience of the internal bliss,
Pranalingi becomes almighty apd allkpowing.’ He
regains his pbwcrs which were contracted owing to
his contact with malatraya. The regaining of those
powers paves the way for the soul's upward march
towards its unity wah Bhavalinga residiog in the
cerebrum. That is why so much importance -is
attachcd to the experience of the Prinalingi; HIS
constant gaze on Igtalinga will be so disciplined ‘as to
bring out his union, at the Agnia chakra between the
eyebrows, with the divine consciousness viz., Istapra-
nabhivakald praceeding from three differcat abodes

namely, eyes, heart and cercbrum. With a view to
to cxperience the internal divine biiss, the devotee hay
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been engaged in the worship of his Istalinga where
the Istapranabhavakala is preserved. being extracted
-by Guru at Diksd, from the eyes. heart and hca_d
of the devotee’s deified body itself. Without this
personal experience, no. bliss can be expected by
any body from any other external source under
any ‘circumstances.

With this experience of bliss, Pripalingi gets
enlightened and becomes a Sarana or mystic At
this state, the Sarana actually perceives the divine
lustre within himself and sees the samething in all
beings in the universe, [his feeling of oneness in the
universe is a state of joy for itself. Thiy is the
Ananda Bhakti of, Sarapa. At this state, Sarana
surrendérs himself to Siva completely and becomes
immersed in the ocean of Divine Bliss. In this extre—

mity of bliss, he forgets himself and becomes unaware
of the world around him.

At last, comes the Samarasa Bhakti, in which
Sarana in his blissful experience, becomes aikya or
united with Mahilinga in his pure mind. In the
aikya state, Sarapa being immersed in the deep
ocean of Divine Bliss, shakes off his imdividuality and
becomes impersonal, disinterested and unaffected.
Sarana by his self-surrender shares the infinite and
unlimited joy of Linga and finds the same divine
lustre pervading the whole atmosphere around him

Satsthala is thus a method of gradual rise and
development of Aaga, step by step, towards Limga.
It means the worship of Linga by Anga, the devoice in
the human body in six steps for his upward march
towards his union with Him. Tt is the Sivaybg.: by
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which the Anga regains his identity with Linga by the
eradication of the three impurities (malatraya) and
the five coverings (kanchukas} caused by Miya. Thus,
the practice of Satsthala discipline enables a pure soul
to realise its true and cssential nature and enjoy the
internal unconditioned bliss here, on earth, in the
pure mind. Hence, Satsthala is the pcculiar work-
manship in which everything is included. In ity
Karma, Jnana, .Yoga and Bhakti are included. In
it, the five clements and the individual soul are
included. Within it Pindinda and Brahmianda are
sncluded. There is nothing beyond it It is Para-
mitman appearing in the world in six forms, on
account of the vibration of Sakti who is inseparably
connécted with Him as the smell with flower or as
coolness with the moon’s rays. Hence, it is the very
life and soul of the spiritual discipline and religious
practice. To take away Satsthala is to take away
the very life and soul of Saktividistadvaita Darsana.
This alone marks it out from all other systcms and
makes it a distinct religious entity-

‘The Satsthala discipline prescribes five codes of
conduct known as PANCHACHARAS and eight shields or
protcctive coverings kaown as ASTRVARA}_IES. They
are essential for the safe completion of the spirigual
practices undertaken by Jiva- PANCHACHARAS lay
down the rules of behaviour to the devotec as a social
being in the world. They arc Sivachira, Lingachara,
Sadachara, Bhrtyachira and Ganichira. Sivaachdra
requires the devotee to believe that Siva is Parabrah®
man. The devotce has not to worship any other deity.
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Whatever devotional acts he performs, prayers he
offers and thoughts he entertains they must all be abo‘:l
Siva and none else. This is Sivichara. Lingichara is
the worship of Siva through onc's own Igtalinga. The
devotee should remain faithful to Linga throughout
his life as sincerely as the devoted wite has to serve
her husband till the end of her life. This is Lingdchira.
Sadachira requires the devotee to follow a worthy
profession and live a noble and virtunus life. .Hc
should earn money by honest mecans for the main-
tenance of his family. He should utilise his savings
for others in their needs. He should regard all
his work, whether high or low, as noble and digniﬁcd'
Bhrtyachira is the devotee’s servitude and complete
humility towards Linga, Jangamas and other cldesly
persons.  Whatever the devotee earns is meant as the
divine grace and is to be used for the holy purpose of
serving the clderly persons and others in distress.
Besides, the devotee has to adapt an attitude of service
and modesty towards all men and women, considering
them to be the followers of one and the same Univer-
sal Master who is called by various names in differens
forms. This is Brityachira, the conduct of a devotee
as a servant of the society and a friend of all beings.
Lastly, Gapichira is the devotee’s behaviour towards
the community as a whole. He should not tolerate
others’ abusing Sivalinga and illtreating Guru and
Jangamas. Asa member of the community, he has
to struggle hard for its uplift and progress. Hence,
these Panchicharas are intended to cultivate in the
"devotee an attitude of kindness and goodness, a
straightforward and honest life, co-operative spirit,
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mutnal helpfulness, noble treatment to all living
beings on carth, and causing injury to nonc.
Similarly, ASTAVARANAS also enable the devotee t0
practise his devotion without any impediment what~
soever. They protect him from the onslaughts of
Maya on him and guide him safely during his spiri-
tual practices. They chield him from the evils arising
from the worldly life- They are Guri, Linga, Jangama,
Prasada, Padodaka, v ibhiiti, Rudraksa and Mantra.
Linga is the very foundation of spiritual course and
discipline. It is the centre and basis of all religious
practices. Still, Guru has the precedence over Linga
in these cight guards The question naturally arises
why ? The answer is that ir is Guiu who favours
the devotee with Istalinga and guards him on in his
religious observances- It is Guru who blesscs the
devotee with a second birth which is known as the
spiritual birth- Hence, Guru is held to be the spiritual
mother. It is he who gives the devotee a real insight
into the principle of religion, explains the inner mean-
ing of the spiritual practices and guides him on the
way of Salvation. That is why Guru stands first in
the list of Astavaranas.

Next comes Linga, a0 object of worship and decp
meditation. Here Linga refers to the Igtalinga which
is no other than the devotee’s internal Divine lustre.
This avoids all unhappy occurences and gives the
worshipper all that he desires. Hence it is worshipped
everyday with due devotion. It makes the wearer to

be aware of an sdea that he is a part and parcel

of the All—powerful Lord, though for the present.
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separated from Him. The devotee looks on his }5}3’
linga as his associate, friend and protector not living
apart from him as in the case of image worship l?ul
living with him and in him. He has to worship “”t_h
a belief that he will realise his original status by his
pure subjective worship of his Istalinga viz , Ahangra-
h&pasana. The devotee fixes his gaze on Linga with
a view g:;) become one with Him ultimately.. I:Ic
re'ali;es that Linga is free from all limitations: Wl}llc
he is confined to the mortal body, though he hascome
from Linga. He worships Linga with a view to expand
his powers by tearing off all limitations. To develop
the limited human power into the all-pervading
spiritual power is the real worship. This is possible
only in the advanced or perfected state. But in the
Preparatory stage, devotion to the God-head in.a
concrete form is necessary. This is served by the

Istalinga, the worship of which leads to the worship of
Auntarlinga in due course.

" Jdngama is the third

shield and is peculiar to
this Darsana. y

No like of it is to be found in any
other Darfana. He is an itinerent Jivanmukta, guid-
ing the devotees in their spirilualv practices as and
when he meets. Since his very life is an embodiment
of spiritual truth, he serves as an ideal for the
devotees to follow. Though he moves from place to
place, guiding the devotees by an example of his own,
he: remains detached and unaffected in the midst
of his activities: Hence. he is regarded as the moving
image of God. His teachings are all spontaneous and
impersonal. He gives us an idea of pure love, true

knowledge and disinterested action. Hence, he is
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worshipped as reverentially as Guru and Linga. Both
Guru and Jangama being.the enlightened souls..stand
before.us as the actual examples of Linga worship and
spiritual discipline. Both of them arc the guards of
the devotee against the assaults of Miayd. Both are
required for the discharge of their respective duties:
Guru blesses the devotee with a suitable instruction
towards his sniritual progress, whereas Jangama im-
presses the devotee with his own ideal of simple living
and high thinking and thereby increases his devo-
tion towards Linga residing in and around him. Thus,
the devotee has equally to reverence hoth Guru and
Jangama, considering them to be his spiritual guides,
-Prasada generally mieans favour or grace of a
worthy person. In religin, it means favour of God
shown to the devotee. But, in. Satsthala discipline,
it signifies more than, this, It means not only the
holy_food favoured by God after His use but also the
mental equipoise, obtained by the use of such favour-
Generally, in all our dealings, the impure mind
becomes the root of all troubles and worries. 1f the
mind is kept clean and pure, being absorbed in the
thought of God, all such troubles vanish. Hence, the
real Prasida is the cleanliness and calmness of mind.
This brings about the purity and freedom of soul.
Such is.the real sense of prasada in $Hatsthala Philo-
sophy. To obtain this Prasida,, the devotec has to
remember, constantly that all that he does, eats, sees,
hears and speaks is not for his-own eunjoyment but
for the Divine entertainment. He- has therefore to
express his gratitude to the Lord, coasidering that
whatever he enjoys is His Prasada. When the mind-is
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trained and Idis'ciplined like this, it grad“f*“?’ devclop:
the sénse'3F parity and calmness. The soul in contac
with'such a pure . mind becomes free from bo“dasc
and attains final emancipation. s .
Pidg laka is the holy water obtained by washing
Linga, the holy fect of Guru and:Jangamas 'Thl“
has the power of purifying the b dy, mind and intel~
lect of the devotee. This is symbclised as Jnanodaka:
the holy water of wisdom 'which washes away the
taints that stick to and consirict the séul. S
Vibhiiti removes the' impurities like 'the dCSl."S
of the world, the anger, the avarice, the infatuation
the pride ind the hatred: It is otherwise’known ‘as
Bhasma that'femiined after the destruction of Kama
by S;iv’a.""lf appliéd to the séveral limbs of the bodys
it inakes us feel that we have conquered’ our pride
and prejudice and secured God’s 1ove in' the various
walks of "o life! Similarly, Rudriksas represent
Siva’s fixed attention or the yogic steadfast gaze. The
t'ca.rs: falling from the eyes of Siva while gazing
steadily at the three castles of Tripuras became solid
and came to be called Rudraksis. ~ They urge the
devotee to attain perfection in y&gic meditation. '
The last and not the least is Mantra, the eighth
shield which consists of &ix syllables including the
sacred 5m. The six svilables of the holy mantra’are
identified with six Lingas and six chakras existing in
tht? human body. By the constant recitation of this
Maqtra, the spiritual light lying dormant in the six
chakris gets awakened and the devotee feels trans—

formed into the divine’ state and gets the blissful
experience. r i . X
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Throwing-open the doors of ., Satsthala discipline
to one and all, the Saktiviéigfgadvaita system makes it
very clear that anybody can work out his own salva—
tion by developing and using the power within:
Hence, nobody can be deprived of selfrealisation.
It makes no distinction between sexesiand gives equal
opportunity to poth sexcs. It declares that both
are made in the image of God and both arc equally
the children of immortality. The women have equal
power and right for spiritual culture and are equally
eqtitlcd to the secrets of religion. The sexual dis-
tinction is only of the body and not of soul. Even
the artificlal barriers of Varpas and Adéramis arc
dispensed with for the worship of one's OWR Istalinga.
Though this system grew as a reaction to the Vedic
religion dealing with the performance of yagnas
involving injury to the animals, it regards the worship
of Istalinga as a Yajna. Here, Yajna means the divine
worship with no injury to any living beings. According
to the Satsthala discipline, animals are 3as much
entitled to a happy life as men and women_ are
They may be used for our service but should be

treated kindly and lovingly as if they are our kith
and kin. Thus, the system thcoretically ag well as
practically requires us to realise the oneness of soul
in all living beings. Besides, it maintains a clear
and perfect agreement between knowiog and doing.
1t expects us t0 translate int¢ action ‘what we “think
best in our opinion. Mere thought will be of no
use, if on¢ thinks in on¢ way and ‘acts. 0
Knowing without doing and-doing without knowing
are both harmful: . The devotec must know clearly
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what religion says and 'should faithfully practise it-
Thus, unity of knowledge and action is the remarkable
feature of Saktivigistadvaita system of Vedanta
Besides. it lays much stréss on the dignity of kiyaka,
the just and honest ‘means of earning money for the
service of the clderly persons and other dependents.
Itis an admirable feature that thé system xcgafds
even the maintenance of one’s own family as divine
worship. Hence, it views all work as noble and
dignified and no work as mean or low in _cstimation-
Besidrs, the practice of Saktivigistidvaita s)’stcnt
of Vedanta is simple and suitable to the individuals
temperaments., Men and women of diffcrent physical
and intellectual temperaments can pursue the system
and *develop the power of mind over body. .For,
achievement -does not come overnight. The infant
carinot walk, all of a:sudden, but nature brings about
development gradually. So also, the system offers
instruction in selfrealisation, step.by step and leads
the soul to. the Spiritual Bliss., ;Its ,admitting Bhéda
upto a certain stage ,.and Abhéeda - at_the final stage
x?akés any good-hcarted person think of realising the
goal of life, while alive. It establishes that the divine
world is not, in its nature, : remote,, but is here and
before us,'if we can see it-and live it. . Hence, it is
held,to be the most convenient means of emancipation
%0 the persons engagrd»i’n various wordly activities.
- iz Finally, T feel. it a great pleasure to owe my
deep senise of gratitude to Sri N. A. Nikkam i.a., the
‘Vice-Chancellor; University of 'Mysore - for 'having
kindly inspired me to write this Introduction to .my
Sanskrit Text viz.,-Saktivigistidvaita Darsana. G
MYSORE. " : ‘e

T, !G. SIDDAPPARADHYA.
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27 . “SiddhantaSikhamani says that God:is"the* contro-
¢ ler;the;mover;of all living beings. Again it pscillatés to
the vedanm views that the individual souls, the Ob_]ccts
‘of 'thie’ world as well as the supreme contro]]cr are
‘all ‘but illusory imposition on the pure consciousness or
“Brahman. Itadmits both sftay and wmar after the fashion
of Shankarites. It is interesting to notjce that the
SiddhantaSikhamani borrows the idea of Karma from
the Pashupathas who hold that the distribution of
-Karma is managed and controlled by God. -1t thus
seems to present before us an eclectic type of thought
which is unstable and still in the state of formation
This explains the anthor's illdigested assimilation of
elements of thought on Pashupatha doctrine. the vary-
ing Agama doctrines, the influence of Sankhya and
ultimately the vedanta of Shankarites. 'l his being so,
in the 13th century we cannot expect a systamic Veera-
shaiva philosophy in its own individual character asa
_ philosophical system in the time of Basava. It will be
easy for us to show that Allama prabhu, the teacher of
Basava ‘was thoroughly surcharged with the vedantism of
the Skadikara School.”
(Dasgupta’s History of Indian Phxlosophy-VOL v, 50 )
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«*We cannot distingwsh encrgy from that which
possesses it. The Brahman may be regarded both as
energy and as the repository of all energies. ‘There can-
not be any energy without there being a substance. So

the. Brahman works in a duel capacity as substance and
as energy.” (Dasgupta’s H g ph vot. V. I, 181)
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Thus in some aspect God 1s tmmanent, forming the stuff
of the w?xld and in another aspect, He 1s transcendent
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and far beyond the range of this world Only a part of
,,Gogi may be regarded as bemng transformed nt3 ‘the
:ll\z}tcr:al w?rld' H I Ph Vol V p 18> T l:'x Jo3
e T CTOUEETI SR AR SEREATAT ), 0
0B o alMrn Emelstw  ewEERD aiogAR
Sfrm el aeEr §E e AgRa wE el |
s S9N aangaE Ry — oot
T ooy mastetnd wosdd bw Se3__der
Somith BO 33T PR GonSozsth HUBNF dIaTeiKFen
1% Gonidoramh RIdE Sush m, @ VoRFe. st B Mook
| mre e DonSemd weRd 21 Hord Jod, Sonzerhrh
T s Ao nAs Sdand dnparon Sobibr dand BB,
Ooridned 39 wyIFe wyd
| tuGomemh Areadn aH Y OoriSewm s o
¥, Rogerer Oondoarh ARrlacdnts s, radm Ooiathus
%=rds, , gprer 33, Oondenth Fomd B debde! Hhud
2n.ta3srod Donld oSt Dond S FIROUSIe LOTIH
3338 2ndeh Sedcd D3 Ddh r Arme d;a;i)
OoRR-20 BHtEe 393¢ Ooniad -
A geaERtee smmwewt Bae deyEd
« PRT T4 | 0 BRI AR TG T
T M L aw aey BT ageedy auw
¢ RFER | AR aT TT SHETEITIT TR | @
e Ryl Raae FoRErge owar e
AEFEEIGIRAT AT HFEA | CALASAZATR T Al
FRIAX T4 a1 Ad 7 SfiaF argAray RN T e ¢ [

it

g =

13% % P63 *xmm Pog T oy Ee 1 6B,



B afsRRuleen B o

) 3 . . - .. N .
| elafa suwhl B Tt W o A amgsmfz':rsr?ﬂ
&2 S9Iid e aReeRerE [H.1P.Vol. V. p.178.
*q , “No one is justified in trusting an illusory object
* for showing devotion to hifi. Such a God would secem
" to have the same status as any other object of illasion.
1 {Moreover, how can an illusory God bestow benefita
when he is adored and worshipped by the devotees?”
© o W aRRRugaRea. sgr affad ofn e
- €lEIEs (184 page) ¢ The central idea of Vecrashaiva
.- Philosophy is that God is indistinguishable from his
. encrgies just as the sun cannot be distinguished from
, the rays of the sun. In the original state, when there
was no world, God alone existed and all the manifold
world of matter and Ihfe exhisted in Him in a subtle
form, wholly indistinguishable from Him. Later on,
N when the idea of creation moved Him, He separated
the living beings and made them different and associated
them with different hinds of Karma He also, manifested
the material world in all the variety of forms.”
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“*According to the view of Shankara, the Brahma

™ s formless. Such a view does not suit the position of
Veerashaivism. Hence Sreepathi emphasises the fact
that Siva exists in two status, as the formless and as
being endomed with form. It is the business of the
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devotes to realise that Siva is one identical being in and
through all His forms and His formless aspect.”
(Das, H.1.P, Vol. V, p. 187.)
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The formless Shwa— is conswdered as having form
oaly for the advantage of meditation, yet He remains
the same u'\changeable reality before the creation and at
the dis olunon of the creation He mamfests Himself

i different categaries and yet remams absolutely
undisturbed and unchanged Though the world has
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: Sron "‘
been created and-maintained by the Supreme Lord, yet
people do not know Him under the delusior of Maya

. (Das. H L.P, Vol. Vp. ]78) -

“ While discussing the nature of Brahman, Snpat}u
says that whenever the scriptural texts describe Brahman
as differcnceless and qualityless, that always refers to
-the period before the creation. Tt is Siva, the differenc-
fess unity, that expands His energy and creates the
world and makes it appear asitis, though He always
remains the ultimate substratum” (p.177~78.)

- ¢« 1t i3 only when the powers of God are in a con-
tractive farm before the creation, that God can ke
spohen of as being devoid of qualitics, and as the result
of HIS bcmg engaged in the work of creation. His
powers seem to manifest-” (Ibid p. 179) o yRydRRA
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probability is due to the influx of wrm into them.” “The
individual souls are, in reality, not different from God,
they are but His parts as the sparks of fire are the parts
of fire, but it iz the peculiarity of these Parts of God,
the souls, that though one with Him, they have been un.
der the influence of ignorance, desire and deeds from
beginningles times. The indivdual souls are naturally
full of impurities and itis for that reason that they pass
through the cycle of birth and rebirth”(H.I. Ph”. VolI1Ip.6)
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substantial entity which is the cause of the world. The
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is the original cause of bondage. It is not illusory as the
Vedantins say, but it is the material cause of the world.
We thus see that the cnergy of God behaving as Mala,

Maya and Karma farms the basic conception of bondage”
(H.I.Ph. Vol V p.165.)
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we find Him". Das H I.Ph. Vol. V., p- 178.
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1 he world 1s thus not illusion but reality and of
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e YA g aREEASA” (Mo 10)3RY S
AT W AEET | 9@ g qfear S @dd
swfi BRI TR T @S Al @ SR i

sEnEr RigeBem o oy | aa—

Next Mo WRar Fegaafis o |

w1 a1 gRuRERer 0

afaday & AFR a3 wgar |

DSARNFRAGT, TR |

RA-TREAGA TEEAFEAY | (5 38.10) TR

a7 INNTHIIFAE, AsarAqafvm s IR
a wfesn | Gligremen i i F0R S ag o
Anfarhf 7 Dsft w1 | @ SvewmERa g AR
wAl, 7 A T agE St | R



swears:) Eaiciacy 108

aftse T Tore | arzﬁﬁ mﬁﬁf ﬂ?ﬁfﬁ SRRy
7 Rshy = | @7 e o gRREnt N Y,
oty s aen) W Rea B3 s aq
wReafy @ ORI M AR wEES iy ma
e, TR, @ anRcded styfERR mEeR m [
FAly, AwAE oahi sulmEmER AN e | A
AREBmEEE R wada A o qoli e we wfmdte-
T, WO IR R AN sEE ) sk
o) R asSEE, avea 3Ny 3o IR 1 EEL el
aaqr%.a:{faum SharfrRt w1 oF g o SEEEEr aft-
AR B S g e Nl fre. W'ﬁi | R
& “Rm T et T vE w9 ﬁﬁq :{aﬁfﬁ"
(#-1-192), TRy s G
waft gafa, %99 TG SRl oo, BfRee
QEARRIRATIR, O S T S SRR e, 9
m: aefEA el ST daniEden Se
Fafm@ afmE | g um wa: @ie smgiieeeaRT,
frllemd $AT T | WEEUETA A9 JEARTEET 9 7
a1 TegeEies < RgreRan i orag-
Yo wewgeAY A wRsh Semngaf aene-
mgasd = s (i - -
agozeiaee & oR: mtmuraﬂm Tg,
ARETE Wegwd ) aREmmEash vata gx=sa ) e,
g Ul arEmErRAl ARERE P s
Fafr, 3R TEA ARARREERAIRR it 1w




104 . iR _ e

aifmAaReRANeEid sy SImguarEer) s AR
aﬁa"aﬂ\ﬁa smueRi afwl AT sk &
a3 e wgadd v 1 AR s g R
wazmmiﬁ‘ﬁ, afrararEa R T SR
.qa?.-aﬁm fiact Gﬁmﬂn stad i TR
z'x( mﬁﬁl TS TR mmﬁa agarFIAE
ama Smter sEIRREiRRR q?kwmwﬁa il
S e | o SR ST s (2-7)
’la Rl P TS AGANEEEE: W
w1 SREER: | 8 = T A wene oifig wRERRaR
e qz’ﬂw(l s T ot sfiaer qEaln sERE o9-
TSR e ST ST, | At
s e g EE A WA T SR amfea
Fo el agw: A aalyg g | emar ganeen
oAt SraEel S R SSTHOSTIR] g R |
a4 RREAIEEEETY WA A S
T Al WeW U e | SUEHTES X ageve |
Go Y a1 SUH A ¢ o JAIEE AT U | ag-
Ry, AeFplsdl: Gl ST STIUETRT | oz frer
TeaRErTR afaiar skar g wfalEsefin aae
Ak | o sReR guarad sEal:, s_eme
AR JHT | was ST %Eﬁﬁam?t: ey
T SERMAR 9Ty fig | WRIEEAE AR g
FAFRA ToA SWER ¢ TIGA ATAC TSI ady
AR TRER B A TR o o, TR



oy R
Wﬁiﬁ:@ﬁﬁm ﬁ"( AT i i_:?g?,zra fayr |
sl AR F&wﬁaﬁ%%ﬁ&mmi —
frRRRmm R asraRRReE Fai | 3 A
Bfwamana St | 9 TR 98 By AR
i | arafsrn § (AR gl AR
Saseinf 1 ot o 1 AT AR 2w o B
Ao Pl A Frazaeia, ot g F@i -
sl ZerEa ufrRREEER g A & gomgfl
oA refReEl g B o Fi kUil
Erceoiid g G | SuEAEERE Jzrdt aremRT
agarEel | 95 frgrshy | B o sk ST EMETET
sifyare AR o geren Aty AR
AR FEEA. FER qawz: 1
R — ergaRvd: T SRR
qAm ARFE: e LI SR LI ApAgaAraay
(2-0-12) T anal@ FOE: | qmarTenA A
e e SEES: | oy w9 AR AR
P t@d ) gaard: T ait: aECATRE: T
n,zxawzfam{n . _"¥ -”' R
. e A ¢ qrgPASEINERITA | 69, Y
B I UL i | W e ‘i 2
8 e aaTisaar | ﬁmﬁ(ﬁw ai‘@%mﬂaw
(69 p) ¥ TR TRt 1 3’3&’»’5’{":’1%%:’1}3’ i

anfa; | s SHTE Sl SARA | FAT FATN,
ey e g St o | s



108 ATTTAY {ewess

5 4 QA 99A AGAEEE el TR | egy-
R, | TR G, PR S S S, shamr
FOFESIRERA FAfEd Ba. s gefk | Saufyaam
wftar: @l 9R aror sEd e gl WggRi wEA:
HETHT 1 Sfarg AT €9 WORSTIES FaoATETE
A B [ W sarmRegReRarRi | gaeni
B EEe iemR, SRRy, | geERd IRy
TR AT SR, | a R e Tea: R
A AT FAR T S WERE T I . T
Tagii wiftda mmﬁ i awEE gE siraaerafi
sraEmfda 1) : .
., ooe— - 5
o1 AFFEEENY,
: = o v agArsATgs
w1 e R o BRI, T g 96

gfga: wwle E;ﬁumq QEIETEE A1Eid 1 sfd adni amg-
R P LSRR e S s CRE T war af
ORI TR B R AR 1 T | e
oAt oer ARRR aRT 7 S w el gy qogdl-
qRUEHEAATS F' AlEdd O | 9 SRy RafER
ufs , 3 Rrerdgaals , sy qimaadenats
wmﬁujv‘aﬁﬁwm% ﬁgm mmﬁwmqﬁ.,
fdiferaten dgm@IRmR FaEEARSReRiaRE: 7 e
FFTENT UEH e ahe s S mﬂrmr 1
37 85 TR T, aRRREER Refind | ozl




108 afrfefrmirri {wem:

TITHIRL TREAA | Ee TR g AR, AR
sl | g wgEa: YR CEREsH SURMNAEA -
) G | qeze EERITERAT W QF: (A
q2: 937 B TN, SRR -BMY ) SmRATEREE
TRAEEAAI 9T | T TEERE AR -
STOFARIEAEY, | 9% B | o firaeag
o | $8A = qaned, g FRE aur R AR T
Ten i 9% T aA S SR 3R AR e gl
A, TEad TEEa, 3 9 Taa wAR qdawe | g A
snftRFal | agte T AR A SNE R aar GuwnEe
frE 49 o b IR 9 ¢ wE: NEHaAETE A
g W R . -

it fm: FrRgERnEINg mwsa

¢« Veerashaivism is a kind of Bhedabheda interpre
tation of the Brahma Sutra. In the Bhedabheda inter
pretation, Ramanuja regards the world and the souls as
being organically dependent on God who transcends
the world of our experience. According to Bhaskara,
the ,yeality is like the ocean of which the world of
experience is a part, just as the waves are the parts of
the ocean. They are neither absolutely one with it nor
different from it. The Veerashaivism is also a type of
Bhedabhedad interpretation and”it regards the absolute
reality of the world of experience and the transcendent
being which is beyond all experience. Sripathi some-
nmes adduces the 1llustrat10n of a coiled snake which
in one statc remains as a heap and in another state
appears as a long thick card.  So the world is from gneg, -~
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point ' of view, different from God and ‘from another
point of view, one.with God”.(Das.H. I.Pb.Vd.V.p.lS”!)
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Avidya, the removal of which can be achieved not only
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no kriya to a lame man ; therefore it emphatically insists
on the necessity of both Jnana and Kriya to achieve
the end.””—Handbook of Veerashaivism, (p. 92.)
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“All the three Saiva schools recognise only three
entities wgfy, 5¥7 and gvra. 1 he will of Parabrahman hag
nat been brought to the'forefront in thase schools, though
all have implicit faith in it. Tt is in the Siktagamas that
we find the will playing an important role, but there, the
@i gets the upper hand of 3 who lies inert. Vira.
Saivism maintains a perfect balance between Truth snd
and Will by saying that wfe is the personality of &,
that the will or Paripraketi is the very soul of Para-
brahma. Hence, Virdaivism acknowledges four enti-
ties, azftr, way, wweER and oeem . V.PL.M.P 60
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~ ¢ Viragaivism historically considered is a fine and
fullblown flower of Siivism The inseriptions of Mo-
henja Daro and Harappa have revealed the astounding
truth that the cult of Siva was current as far back
~ “~as 3000 B.C. To quote Sir Jobhn Morshall, «Among the
, ~many revelations that Mohenja Dare and Harappa
have had store for us, none perhaps is more remaikable
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than the discovery that Saivism takes ijts_place .as
the most ancient living faith in the world.’ "Again
to quote Dr. Praninath, ¢ I'he cult-of Siva.and
mother Goddess had already been shown to be very
old. !t is interesting to find them current as far book as
3000 B.C.>" {V.Ph. and Mys. P 117)
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“In short, these five Amdhyas are believed to be the
first preachers of Viradaivism, ie, they are the founders of
Viragaivim according to Tradtion*. (H-B. of V p. 18)
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“‘The Philosophy of the Viradaivas is .called the
Viradaiva Siddhinta or the Satsthala Siddhinta and
is distinguisned from the SaivaA Siddhinta Viradai-
vism disapproves image worship as strongly.as possible
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and maintaine that the Supreme is to be w orshipped in
one’s own I$talinga, the linga fobtained from the Guru
at the time of initiation, Diksa. It looks with disfavour
even upon the worship of the Sthavaralinga, the linga
consecrated in temples  To the Viradaivas, linga 1s
not an image of Siva. but Siva himself. He resides in
the disciple in the form of Chaitanya and He is extracted
in the form of Lifiga by the Guru, through his spiritual
power and given into the disciple’s hands for worship
It is described as a great mass of light on the palm,
shining before the eye, mind and bhiva. It must, on no
account, be separated from the body, since its separation
is equivalent 10 a spiritual death. Siva is not to be wor-
shipped in any other form but that of the lifiga obtained
from the Guru. The worship offcred to Siva in any-
other form is condemned.” (H.B V 1 36)
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Sivalinga form of worship as we have it in the temples
is the characteristic feature of Saivism. But the dis-
tinctive mark ofs Viradaivism is gefex form of worship.
That is to say, it advocates the wearing of linga, the
Idol of Infinity upon the body of each person so that
the body shall be a temple fit for God to dwell in. The
lifiga worn always on the body of each person becomes
symbolic of the presence of God not in the far off
heavens but in the very cells of the human body. Thus
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stage, the soul understands duality better than unity
with God. Bhakt, devotion is the means by which the
soul rises- In this way, duality gradually vanishes and
unity is achieved.” (Hand-book of Viraaivism, p- 265.)
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“All men are the children of the Immortal. The
spirit is in evcry one of us as a part of one's self, as a
part of the very substratum of one’s bemg 1t may be
buried -in  some like a hidden treasure beneath a barren
debris of brutality and violance but it is there all the
same, operative dnd alive, ready to comé to the surface
at the first suitable opportunity:.- The light which ligh.
teth every man that comes into the world cannot be put
aut. Whether we bike it or not, whether we kuow it or
not, the Divine is in us and the end of man consxsts m
altammg ‘conscions union with the Divie.” .
(Occasmnal Speeches and Wmmgs, p-256)
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«“The goal of rehgron 15 the opening of 2 new
realm of consciousness When this  conscionsness
arises, we see that the individual parts of the universe
derive their significance from the central unity of epirit.
This renewal of consciousness s the second birth, To
have this second birth to be reborn. to be rencwed is
the goal of the rcligion quest " (1bid p. 147 )
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“The very name Giry means the remover of
ignorance.” ¢ Gu”> s ahdhakira_ or ignorance, < Ry, ? is
the remover of darkness. Thr_ remover of darkness is
Guru.” (Oceasional Speeches and Wriu'ugs Pagé 240)
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Opinion expressed byHis Holyness Sri Kumar Swamijis
Navakalyana Math, Dharwar.

PR3

-~ Dr. T. G. Siddapparadhya’s Introduction to
Shktivigistadvaita Daréana is a laudable attempt to
present the metaphysical outlook of Viragaivism and
toilocate it in the field of philosophtc thought. It is
discussed in a critical and comparative manner, Dbring-
ing into bold relief, the tenets of Viragaiva religion.
The nature of Siva and Jiva, of Sakt: and Maya, the
relation of the universe to man and of both to God,
the technique of Satsthala doctrine-all these points are
clearly set forth in this book from the point of view of
Viraéaivism., The author’s acquaintance with the
various_ Indian systems or Daréanas is deep and
extensive. The author, therefore, deserves to be
congratulated on T efforts and erudition.

Au extract of,opinion of Dr- Albert D- MENDONSA, Ph.D.
* Head of the Department of Philosophy,
Mannngangnlri, Mysore-

« Dr. Siddapparadhya has chosen many texts of
yarious traditions as matter to reveal the working of
the philosophical principles. His great asset is his’

* " deep knowledge of scholastic Sanskrit which enables
him to make use of linguistics in the solution of
difficulties T congratulate him for his vatuable work
and wish him success in his intellectual adventure”.



 Opinion of S 5, SHANKARAPPA, a4 BT,
INsPECTOR OF SANSKRIT Seroots, v MYSoR: Sta--
‘BANGALORE.

+ Dr. T. G. Siddapparadhyg’s Sanskrit text on Sal.»
Vvisistidvaita Dars’ana;is,,very useful toithe ater |

of Darsana foy_(l}p critical and .Comparative stud
virasaivism' from ic

reliting 16WSaktivi§i§gﬁc1valta System of - Vedantg-
deserves to be studied as a Prakarapy Grantha: His
Szmskrjl,— as’ he was accustomed -tqo Speak with™ the-
Pandits - of the ' Sanskrit "Colleges of Mysore® ang
Bangalore, js so easy as to ba followed clearly by every
body. Besidés, his own Intro'duction in English adds'
to'the beauty of the text -y bresénting ithe tenets ‘of
Virasaiva philoso'phy'in an understan'aable iniinnér.’ -1
entirely dgree with tf}'e 'Philosofyh’ers and Swamijis who
lold @ high [Cstimation” of 1y, '-Siddabpéradhya’s
valudble \vork~on~'YIra§aivism';'" T . [

It isa goay thing 'that he has' 'broilght"é)ﬁ( the
Kannada and English versions of his Sanskrit Thesis,
The public will be benefited thereby Very much.
His literary Services'to the<hiifan world Will pe gj.
tinctly rerembered] « g5 the credit- gp
Saktivigistadvaita system , of Vedanta - a6
10 Virafaivism jn accordince” with g, Satsthala
fechnigue, chiefly ggps 10 hi’s A his bookg élearly
point gut the Practicability ‘of 'Viméaiya‘ religion t631]
Sadhakas: ‘irrespective of caste, colour, op creed, 1.
expect nuiny such books from him, - B
e v - -



